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Yeabba Bahriy Dirsetoch oromochin kemmimmelekketu Ieloch sene-
doch gara or The Works of Abba Bahriy with Other Documents concerning
the Oromo, is primarily a new edition and tranglation into Amharic and
English of the work Zenahu le-Galla, a Ge'ez study of Oromo society and
Oromo migration into central Ethiopia in the sixteenth century. The author
of the text, the monk Abba Bahriy, was an eyewitness to this migration and
himself fled his homeland of Gamo when the Galla/Oromo overran and
destroyed it. As such, Abba Bahriy’s text is an important firsthand account
of the social structure of the pastoralist Oromo and the impact of their
migration on the existing agrarian communities of central Ethiopia.

To help clarify the original text, the book contains a chapter of selected
quotations culled from primary Ge'ez historical sources that expound upon
or are otherwise relevant to the sixteenth century migration. Each quotation
is accompanied by its Amharic trand ation.

The book also contains a chapter about the author and his other works.

Yeabba Bahriy Dirsetoch ... concludes with a bibliography and an index.
M3
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ACh 0t oo0F 10°: A% 17 APTmé-mCh £CAE7 hu-at N
Ao 30C: Getatchew Haile, The Different Collections of Nags Hymns, pp.
16 and 72 49 EMML 2706, Getatchew Haile and William F. Macomber, A
Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts, Vol. VII, pp. 100-7.

23. 9°75R “1EPn 25: 23: “aophh9® Rt (1 T AIADL (rek
FIrIN:
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“O8BTT AT “OMCLTT AN PTLPIWFO- “ACHY A
“QhCLY 00H- NG GFO:: 90H ARTICT D ALLPLATI®
KT8 “PF ACh (»#00)” AT “PF (AN) ARCL” ANfe LT Fo-
P am.4 POLLmANT® pAET LLENPTF P NLOAT AKX
§ A1 e 2 T\ VA

v PO LOTC14T AA® mPol FIPUCT RCh 220
A0 ORCLe Vbt AILTLE WG O Faed LUT OL9° (WAt
AL 0P W78 NAVTFD AP Ak ATL7LNAT 10 UTI° ACh
2007 NEVCTFO AlAMO OGILTFO PRO VWCL PnTS
A1LDIC AT LTAA::

A0 ORCe 77 £COHT  LCA AmCO  orF
ATLLLONT (H LD PAPI° AAT AFLV A 12.0GA (PmA
1840):

AI°1LN PBATF A7 A I1MA Zch A NG 1077
01900 PWOF G004 (1.4.9% (17707

WAHI 1 G20 PO 41+

AICHAP T N N3haC PngPh- (0 20417

ANT? AHTPFP K, A2UAT P50 U1

/7
0’0

T3 PATNAC Ah&LPT (NFNNST) DAH $%07 1A+
1960 ¢-40sh- A*10 31 Govt ANNO--T-::

01300 oo (9904 (°10F) (134 L0+

Oy eN7NAC 9°CH P4t AP et $0a9°h:

N7 049 LPCIH PONTF HOvET APAT THA T AG::

0704 1960 4. . 22240 AR ALUT hLPCI°: PEPE 07 i
0LL-¢-k9° C1ALE +7 LANA A0 OWCL €7+ AP LHOD: P14
ACHTF® Y77 LCATTFOF eLLANT HoF (1300 9. A.) 1576
9. 9o, aOPLY -

AN OhCL A5V A.29 LCATFO ONT K357 A L4
A3%7 00-bO- T g0 A TGO 08 00-d@ PG4
T MMLOF APA- AILALAT 1UOGA (WA €7
TANT): ATTEO T ALOE PEGCUTS Lo Fo-
APA PUIRLATD “YA® PIh. QALF LELF KTP (WD
AOT T LERGIA) PACT 10 AL T 9vLAe

24. Wallis Budge, The Book of the Saints of the Ethiopian Church, pp. xv-xvi.
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pavPavs e NAPTNG ATHVT oo AAZRGNATO 407
A7L 0LAT APRMCh: A0 OKCEL PLE. OSETFO7 (O, L.
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a0, f

A5V 429 (“PIA ILG”) POLO0A®F A0 QKCL PRETF PACT
APC S AOT 0789° U-AL AP0 AGTFa® A hU-F Al
134 pE R7L15 AZ1TPSTS AZ1919° LaNN-0T PTO- 9°02 0T
Ny 0Lt LA TSR ARCICE  A0.P2F ARTETo-
+ACTe® (R 1060 ATSATOCa: SCOE Péh
91 MP19° Té TCTI° ANFOF RIL71L0F 0219k 0-:

B5U- 297 AEavs e L H, DACO 9907 (41 290-Nh-T
LI RTL AACXLP 0N 21 AhG NEA AFE PATL A0
Fen RECL NAAPU-T LY LCOT %] (197847 OL9° (1hA
PNIET (ACT Féh AL P1TAP OLI° AAT 0LL1T AL
Fan16 PGT AALLAVIC: NP TIG TIATFT 1Phe T17GT P
ALP7 049° A%19° 0LANPR PPPETIE MWAT7 PoOLa0LI°4
PATTCT ABNTT o0 10 AL CAACXE Jéh £78 VG
£7L WU PR ave it R Jén REE. PP @gge
“CPRANT JéR TCPI° U AL P90

PAN OKCL LCATI° (W7 Ah hFehrk AL AThCy
AL Jen ANA PN hmPAAD PG IFD OO AT7E AEA
ANF 02 AAD 2 LLN.D9° NAACTPT ATPRG 9°F A 7505 T 0+
19 LCAF T AL “Py18&7F +PC: (O3 APILA
Pro2E7 TIC: PmOR7 ATNATH AT10P 07 AAD- ooy
AILYIET: RPFCZ AL 10 “X39LY RONITF A%t 240
OLA4 00 OLNLLHE"T BS A79°AN” (17741 NGA €7 hdhaoo-
Lahta-F REA T AT “AF280 OL JA@ HG A79°A0N” 01°7AT
PLamT NEA B ATSTI° Jén PAVTF®9°: (45U A.29 OO
2N U.FCOT DA ACTPT 9°CI°¢-P P51 LA A JAG £77£10
e 11T o

PACT 601 AL A& Le MWHAOG 3t Jéh
e P17t 00T 1040 +ERGA: NN&LO UhC AL v-AT
AN AP@AGT PUA: AL wCO 70 ONAh8® WG 101
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Loh®s AN Q@apto- 4:ChF 4L N9t Lroh®d aavdapt-:
H=ChF7 e ACré AHIATO A VIC OO CeHT7 9°LC
A“INAPP (11571 9. 9°. @L (“27F OHI° T NOFLEE OOP “AlH-
20T ATLING' s A7L15 L9 (1583 9. 9°. +avAN AHIT
PMC ANP @7 ANP L PAND “hAH 24 267 RILING
LATPTF (1579 9. 9°. Q107 eyt A.£9°0- “OmC PAAMT
20T RISHOHUFO- 2 A% NN AT PFAD- (190-
APYED PACT OFLCT "1LA RILUT P340 h¢h Pt
ONP 278 A1S9I° LSV A.29 OOT PAIC: ISV A.29 OO PA-
Nt PATF O B PF WANMGEE Jéh Tk 00T (.45 Al
VhCe 45U A2 ONP QAACT Nt A PPPCT ANTSLC
POLIARAT NEATS ATP2TF AL NTITTO ARIEA G0
PN AAK LOONATA: LU AA £ A

“BG” 20T “J6N” “10T NF ALLAY: TAR AP AAP
.57 OAL N0 PAT OL ATICT O AL1rov10:

ooz HG P I O6: CH0A P71 PO T PTHLLT 276
A0 Ao Aq¢ OL9° NP hE PoLN"T0 ¢ PNAD AT15
YIC: 30 N2t 0N0T: 77T avCE @) F6hn 1L A
LASN. ANt PornA®- “hiA-

LAA “0dkov TNTF NATICTI® AL “10H- PO “HG” LUSA
At jae: oo PAES CHTU A9 LHT RITLILIPANGAT+
CHTU- A2 UG TCTOP “BG7: “OA7 “10T9° LPSAE NANHY
PLCAITF® ChN “PIA BG”: OLYI° “ONA 24”7 A (1 4L19°
LLND A LONTIPNT PANET 9°7 AZ7LPT (FhhA QA%
LUIAGA::

hev- A2 0200 2% &FhS  TO88%¢  CAA0-
PATTC 7 08, I°CI°¢-P LCNT 102 SCAET L9100 “PHY TG
Acdhd (PAN ORCL) AKX PPIIFD P21 eme-TC WY Chil)
HHCH POBA L.L0. (PHCA LOBA) AACXLPYT POLLME-TLO-
WAt L&NPT oo 9°7 PrA ARYE 84 1097 oA

Conti Rossini, Historia Regis Sarsa Dengel (Malak Sagad), p. 67.

AH P@- 1, 129::

AILPO- 7. 104::

Pereira, Chronica de Susenyos, p. 22ff.

N0C At LAY £,60 NAACT® AZPRG: ANND: PG 260 AIPNTHE 07 IR
Gl ChACRP Féh ANLO R4 (HU- 9°N7.e1 LovnaA: LAY
Llos PAHAPEP SEir:

6. hoh1 419:

oA e e
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ANVT DL TeE 1PN PHOPE 9°U-6-7 (19276 NLNTTF O 9 AT
qavt ntL4A0 o175 ®-9° VG P9°CIPC K hG: PPl 17 v
AU 429 ONP AL I A5V 429 “247 NA“LAD 1L
ANLSE PPPC WLV AP 18R4T TC ALFOP L H0C:: PAN
ARCLT Aa-T LCATT 100 (HY ALI1L9°9°: NAHY A5U-
A297 FAP PG FAP IR FAP PCN 1O Alde 07
CAET 21901 LAAA::

A5V .29 hGE PFC RO AL OPI°: 77 A Lm4-
ALPCI°:: &CAH A C NAPT AN ORC L PRET NIPR E T T 0
075 00L& Pma-*E AL LUGTA: (LT £ PR hG OTF 10 &ChE:
AN? (A oo P8 FP5EA— A7% BL Or. 534 a-np’
naaE CCATFFD 24 APt A7 v-AHFO 19°a 0.9
02170 005 b @72 3P (b PRNGET ONF P 7C Aeth.
4 M HFAM® 72€4 LPmi Ot 10L& 1ZE AL Pt LIFA:
hovCavg e (0 THYS @ NGA PovLavs p93 av poan™fe €N
PLRLA® PIRA PE OCAT (L PZNG T OOp PavFad e
+~pC MS. orient. quart. 996 (-FAM®- ¢ 729~ hCNFN h.A PE,
@ AL B15A  NBL Or. 534 AL ¢4 4 LompaA::

P78 AS POLSO PEPT (BLOr.534 A5 Aeth. 4) he
NA LLE LovANAA: PTI° ALTPORIC: CHamAONAT K785
naA® (48 ALrT v-Ak9® NI 90T (48 AT LTAA:
eCak M temé neEaT Th4Ga An: PCET POPTO PE
AT PATEYT ALATI: PEPLT AN LH ATLOLLLCT T+
PHVY° +8 Q%A AP L $A9° APAD AON LUSA NJ0F et
g Al GRCL QNGEA RPC AILNGLAT APME-TCIP:
LCAT T aopA® P mP0A PhATAT RTC APAM- 10 (NFEA
187 AG 17 -tovant):

AMV7 PELT ALY TST MPAFO- pavPavg e} “po”
(Ae7877) ATT @7 <0, (L9 ON-HSF @7 hnd.a1 “0” (ICA.7)
hLAN TO-::

P72 PR HALTNC PoLOA ECGP ATt “10H
WeCo 7 FCroo ¢ (11893 9. A, AVHPIA': HALTIC

7. Or. 534, ff. 1a-3a, Wright, Catalogue of the Ethiopic Manuscripts, p. 84 (col. 2).

8. Codex vindobonensis Palatinus, Aeth. 4, ff. 1b-2ab, 103a-104a, and 86b-88b, N.
Rhodokanakis, “Die &thiopische Handschriften,” p. 69.

9. Ms. orient. quart. 996, ff. 164a-165a, Ernst Hammerschmidt und Veronika Six,
Athiopische Handschriften 1, p. 221.

10. Schleicher, Geschichte der Galla 45w~ : A.74 ::
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QOHT LATOD NAL-GO PFAIG AL ATSTTO ALYF PAPNA.T
2 AP $5 eANT®- PavpA®-F PA AN ThhA (0A0-
194 A4 PAN APAOM 10 PAONFED PAT; PE RILPTS
A9°IN ATLAOMNED P-A39° MHCHC NA“TLAL RHDT AGE (0
AL PE 907 RILILOAA NAALTNC VHovt AlST
ALFAI: &0 TALTNCI® L7 “(AAT9°) W00 LCAT &LLA
AT AAPLC NSt @ p-E (197210 Y07 AT I
pavBavys ¢ PG QALY Hé P91L.L.L7T AN NPT ALCAA::
NG NAJ CNG IHF OAL BCEN AL LH Arve-
150 NEE ZLO AA ARTC 0v¢-2 7N PHALTHCT DK hG
PLACTFPA:: 77 (AL T ¢t (W tdmsé AT7P2T hésGao-

hA2ICE FCPPFO. 94 A1019° OTHPTH 9. 9°. v AA1
ANCe WAMEE (IAG: 207 (“LA ChN PHIS.IA'’: A9°7%
A2%AATov 099 0P YIC PAIC (LI C 0N A0 ¢
eAen 1P F 4TS L0 e PA TPI° LAT 104 PAd:
NAJ FC1Y° OL RII0NT Wttdlear®: - AdT AAD: (1OA
TCGE A1IC LUSA: 18t NAALTAC “1Hovt AL ooy jar::
P15 9Ne-¢ LTFOg° AMY° ¢-+avmy ho-::

AT A7 POLNAD PGP AP (FOPO PhAAPRP
0P Fhe @ (1ov-Fo9a03q HALTNC LAPDT PALTMDT PO
Moo eH NAALTNC TG AL A Jov COLIVFOF NhbTF ACP+
AJOE POLNFOF (-t PEPLT avhha PATT ARYMET
ANLT: (11938 9. A. A2L Mg A440:: PG mP?L PF AA
A0, CHALTNCT PEAES PAS ATT77 vape p-A LIL
ANLD NA“TLIGFO PRAC T PPI° 730 1043

11. “'Den é&thiopischen Text habe ich bis auf die Orthographie unveréndert
viedergegeben...” AH, L@ 1. iv.

12. NAF o°CN% “1H7 OAL ECBN: KTV AAD Ah( e HAANES (1A F01
EMML 3749.

13. bAm-F Can A2mCmC Lt L+ PHOE AIOC ANSP LD CUPTA::
PAA A0 AR (1PHOD ACAN “I4” 7A@ N9° T+FEA: “TEITT
PULAD PO APTEAT “T1r~7 (700 PA TADMA: AbTI R1ICT
FwPEVFPA: AT LOBm-T AT4D ALY Lo W 0L
PULTIAT kM 0C: PNAS ovCN% CIHTE TEENC 90T WGk
PO Prr AIHY O0E CFCHT AH 0 L9PA0A ALOLTFPI::
TCTI°: DF3OL0T £72A0 70k Pavavpny PUA 0LDANNI® A PL-dA
LTAn::

14. Littmann, “Zu A. W. Schleicher's '‘Geschichte der Galla,” pp. 389-400.
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NP LA A ATHS 18, P2L0A0 A MALP AP T47
M1 0-AE7 PELT AOFLLET ANTI9F DOHT NLLINLTE
FC1ov 2¢- N1907 9. A A7L ABN Adtovo-: p1es e
s NAv? OH.e @Y <0077 Pram- PAI™: (H.V 9°N7e1 Hé
PAALTNCT TS W2INFON AAE ATST P2lmPn +ovi-o16
0.SC PAALTNCT NanET LAPG NTHALTIC (A PUYOF PATLS
AF jo-::

LU 277 AdeT9°: (FHAP “Trhd AALS RS PAN
08 ALCATTO AmPad-(F3A:: AA?LS PONLOF LN, T79°F
V7E76CL PAATLST mPaa £CAF OATINNT  ACraro-
(11954 9. A. N.LATO> ANLD AATa® A0 PaN 06 2007
DL AFINHT ACTI hhAe Qavat PE PACAe Jéh
g hé 00T ANTOFTA

e P9°06-A AhéP TS (9°0-N ANCT PHI°VCT 2%
2CoT L0 AA-T9° NAACTE F¢h (&4 07T Phl \hC L7
CAT PPLmPat AMMG 07 L1 L7190 Y ET16CLE 0L,
ATINNG HCTHor®- NV AATLS TCTCPFO D6 11954 9.
A. 1% 111-129 42 ea-tav-7 o+ 8077 P10 T279°7 1C19°
PTCLAC %0A7% LCH19° AMHT ANt Fa't: FCrov 973
Nh - AAN AL LAYC::

hv-at: #8927 (BL Or. 534 &S Aecth. 4) A4 NAANTTTS
U9 PACt NAACA P On, NAP? PAN OMCLT LCaT
V-7 TI°VCT P A PR LD 0T Fén AhéP T+ OTAPI°
At 0090 10CLONG AAP ¢ TNL ICLI°: AetO-T RILUY
TALNC OLYI° 128 MEI° p-A-1:9° CATTLT®F ooy hA(T::
PYaALTNCT P9 (LW I ok heE TR o-
N°72Mé-TC Ve hPARIV:

LV7 PAN OhCL LCNTF AYHort AdLCAN: W00 ACT?
18 128 hatavm- ¢HAP A R9° TIC Adgrmu-ge:i L8,
Q017 PATav®- HALTAC AT AINThhA NAPY H-PE%
NPT ANVFORATFPA: AR LPO/ACTLPO AP G4
024 Pht 009 10CLNT PIATG CAPTRPe a0t Jéh

15. Guidi, Historia Gentis Galla, pp. 221-232.

16. Beckingham and Huntingford, Some Records of Ethiopia, pp. 133-139.

17. Wallis Budge, A History of Ethiopia, Nubia & Abyssinia, pp. 603-613.

18. %A% Ali-b/ovth: “PoA Jéh AhdO - OmCL History of the Gala
(Oromo) of Ethiopia by Bahrey.”
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“POAG PAP It FERT 071A 090 AO-mG NRFIANE
FC1ov ¢ (11987 9. A ALATI°: PLLET Tit “(HLS.
PAALTNCT 1VFovT RIS “10-F0v) ATI°UCtE 9a9° 1A
PrF ATIPLA AON P 1@ eA®- P87 PPLT ML
46 AN NLA® @ PHALTHC PXhG Mé N9°V-¢-7
Po1LmeON® P1LLE PG NANMAD (WANLD-) Y-

PLL8 PN Vrovt ey (W9 A AHY
ediht vatT PEPTF ANELLTE -0 PRLONNTT 10 10-::
NATICE O FC1L D6 PATI°NT P27 PAYICT TCTI° P70
N4.A1 0HT9° NPCO- A7L.LTTO (1790 H@<:: AIOH- TPw (ot
LLLAT PATE 1T PE AT N AL g of (.P5o-
PE ALSAV OLI° Ar® ACIPPAV-: PTI° LLLAVTT ADPG
AADT A0 (AZEST 9°02.1T PAAOTU-T7 U-a- N9°A (19CL
199 AALFAV: LU PTAPE ~Co%T NOvPr9® 1AL PA-18 G
PAPGTO PEPF 9°F RTLILIONA AHV- AYIC T POLLATA HE,
'I(D‘::

W7 AL M TAAV:: VASU- A.29 AT 19°mPATFa- QoH
ONP POLFCT TPOT Pl AFE PEPE AL PAT ALLAIC:
OH.° A2 (u-ATt 170 ANTmPbI°hge::

A ACPTT 9271407 oo m-9° (W7 A4 QA
QaFtavm- NAAP J¢ VL “ICLI° TAd PR hG: ONT 19°m-
PEE Al AVETLPAV- (WOé 87 Toraht): v-a9° LU
AHO AF 0097 NR4T Dé- LPANAA: PU-AEI° 9230 [7L
L7 90 PRAP P FAE DPXAGFO AvF POLTTO-
ALEAN9° NAD L.C NAMT (°7L0A0 PhTPEe 159° (LT
DRNGT OO O POILNC LAY PEO- JE692E N7%A
aFo4 e PPC Ar 09°we0T MPS&N TN RGO
(hABAA: “2007) LIFA: etmed°ht (0 107" PhE 0097

19. Bairu Tafla, Asma Giyorgis and His Work, p. 66: “... supposedly with the
intension of availing the academic world of a better edition.”

20. 124 &4 AL emenh-T7 PAT AT ACTT (W Fen“16 A1
TmPPOT U7 TC 01-L8, LT AL W20 PA PA ALTICI® 1N04::

21. JE692E @t PAAS F€F N9 wKh$T 4SO A0 A 4R6
AATTO-0T9°: P9° Zhéol @019 hhdd P AOC Dé- LR
RLAPANAY:: FENT PREF AT O APPGTM 77 AT57L “INEEPT
Al AT Adh&® A NAD T AA AD P PN N9°
ANNONTA:: AT PAAPES hfl Fch PPLOAD 0% hdFar
A7 (THEZED 9. 9°. O, J19° TCLAC 3L FI°¢T (1R4.0- P Lg°
ONP 1% 20-33 AL PHTF® LNTT PRAGE O NAKR 10 AN
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DRAhE P (o LE 0TC P90 AnHC 184
+q4 0q-teva- 1760 PE o

LSV 4297 A"ICT A°LL10 TC1% A%ICT OF D101
A%1PLN 1P RA 0 AT700HS9 PanetCh0F 9PSANF
LT LN TV CATINHT PR G PO L0 NPT PN LR
AILOLPE (ooanit G- P Ak O19TF v-AkF9C
FCTPF 010 PP9 ATE ST PAO9C: 9T eR9C
PILNFYI° AITINHE oOF P2 ATINHE  A0H- PCAF
L LOTFPAY::

AHY TLIMP (- ov@ hspé. OFhdT@ @A NA 718 24 AT NA
718 AGeP PHRL® ool aANTE (P79 LA WIE692E @
hb{ut 26 P NPA LoPANAN: AT+ ATL AlTH PINT PUL0A
LComge 701 AP J¢ (CATT MI040T LI ANLO-T Awddt
ATCLAC “2F0T 0948 11 +7 1910 9. A. (EC7E haLn AN
0240 L8N AT “AAP TP £4.9 GTT@: (1MY° ¢)-avav- GodpAA::
TA®RT CEN ORIGTOT RO APLN NLI°T NOM OLHY
TtorpN@- gavap. OAA” EAA: Edward Ullendorff, Sudia Aethiopica et
Semitica, p. 155-6.

22. PIen- ChT 067% P04 J-¢h PE 0°1LNCLAI 111 Ay 19w i0T
eracat; 0 oPRhGt9e (ogod e ~pC EMML 1517 -tomyen
LITA: A EMML 2393 A% NTELLAC POGET OAL “ICLI9° PN
P ey ST PeNT B A P1AAD 0BT 0TFEANT
A7 ALY PADT CIAAD: L&/C PALI® “Th9°(C 10-:: 024 44 NAHY
P8 0ZE: “PULLNICOPD NVE4TF NVFLANTT LITO DA, O héT
N300 O LLCTE LUTT (MONM- PAD-T) OHIGE Al ALAT 0P LI T
107 AN P27 09° 1741 197610 @3 Bairu Tafla, Asma Giyorgis, p. 59.
EMML 15177 “77 970~ A78L410 Qa1 O0F 1AZA:
Getatchew Haile and William F. Macomber, A Catalogue of Ethiopian
Manuscripts, Vol. V, pp. xi and 19.

23. PONTNYICG THEFNCCE AFINHT  ovp (ov-a- POHF Phovdhien
ALLAI®: DL OH POLL&T WLLE L.L1MLES hdaLhc Ecovry
ONF QAKX LAV TIC A LITOPFO Lovpan:: (HL AL POLTO PE,
a4y Al AAATI::
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ASITHY 189,

(h Ignazio Guidi, Il “ Fetha Nagast” o “ Legilazione dei Re” , 1936)
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3. & 0% NJ S4PA 78 AL 7. 0. gN
N hNeEadlErs  epeifor 8. 0. AN
ALAGI": 9. 0. oA
4. @, 7h 10. Q. n7:

page063-074 Friday, January 23, 2004 13:39
page 1



64 PAN MhCL LCOTT

®NHN OALIY: Gen, AGE DOavp-av-'! 1\ Y Ky OADS
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Ethnography of the Galla (# v~ A.24)
By Abba Bahriy

In trangliterating names and other words, the system | followed isthis:

(@) forvowels: “€” for gi‘izor first order and hamis or fifth order; “u” for ka'ib
or second order; “i” for salis or third order and for sadis or sixth order; “a’
for rabi' or fourth order; and “0” for sabi' or seventh order. The “h” has
lost the gi‘iz vovd for therabi'.

(b) for consonants: | have “h” for v, ¢ and "1 ; “s’ for A and w; “” for A and
0, ignoring both when they come at the beginning of a word; “ch” for °F;
“tch” for em,; “t” for -+ and m; “gn” for °7; “j” for € “ts" for & and 0; and
“p” for T and A.

Expressions in parenthesis are supplied for the sake of English.

| (hereby) begin to undertake studies' of the Galla in order that | may
know the number of their tribes, their zeal to kill people, and the
brutality of their demeanor. If there is anyone who would say to me,
“Why has he written about the wicked ones like the history of the
good?’, | will give him an answer, saying to him: “ Search in the books,
and you will see that the history of Muhammad and the history of the
kings of the Muslims have been written, although they are our enemies
in religion. Giyorgis Welde Amid’, too, has written the history of the

1. Lit. “write.”

2. Giyorgis Welde Amid (1205-1273 A.D.) was a Coptic historian who wrote the
history of the world from creation to 1260 A.D. Among the Copts he is known
as Jirjis Ibn Abi Yasir Ibn AbQ Al-Makarim Ibn al-' Amid al-Makin. The Ge'ez
translation of his work, made in the second half of the thirteenth century, is
known by his name.
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Zingu'n® kings of the Barbarians,* who are the Afridon® and the other
kings of Persia, who are called at this erathe Sofi.”

Section 1

The owner® of (this) book says: The Galla appeared from the west’ and
crossed the river of their country, which they call gelena’, to the frontier
of Bali®, in the time of the Hatse Wenag Segged.”’ They are the two
tribes who are called Bereytuma' and Boren.”

Bereytuma begot six children. The first was called Kerreyu, the
second Merewwa, the third Ittu, the fourth Akkechu, the fifth Weren-
tisha,”® and the sixth Humbena.**

The father of the Boren was called Seppira’™.

Seppira begot Datche, and Datche begot Metcha. Metcha begot
Ddde and Jidda.

And the two brothers gave birth to many tribes, which are the
sons of De'ae: Hoko; second, Tchile; third, Obbo; and fourth, Suba.

3. In the world history by Giyorgis Welde Amid, “Zingu’n” (plura of “Zingu™”)
refers to the Babylonians, e.g., EMML 21, f. 40b, Macomber, A Catalogue of
Ethiopian Manuscripts, Vol. I, p. 23.

‘Agamy‘ajamin Arabic is “non-Arab”, “pagan”, and “Persia.”

The reference must be to the Faridun dynasty.

l.e. “the author.”

If the Oromo crossed the frontier of Bale to come to central Ethiopia, they could
not have come from west. Ethiopian writers sometimes confuse the names of the
cardina points. Dillmann has references, e.g. Isaiah 11:11, and 45: 6, to some
older manuscripts where “mi’rab” appears where “misraq” is expected; see
Dillmann, Lexicon linguae aethiopicae, col. 964. The author might have meant
to say, “the Galla came to the west.”

8. Theword probably means “river.”

9. Today changed to “Bale.”

10. Wenag Segged/Libne Dingel (1508-40) died fleeing from the forces of Imam
Ahmad Ibn Ibrahim al-Ghazi.

11. Alsocalled “Bertuma.”

12. Itisnot known how the two tribes are related.

13. Also called “Werrensha’ and “Werrensh.”

14. Also called “Hubbend’, with “m” assimilated into “b.”

15. In Ge'ez it means a “band of people,” from Greek speira “military unit;” see
Leslau, Comparative Dictionary of Geez, p. 509 (col. 1); and n. 28 below.

No o s

pagel95-214 Friday, January 23, 2004 13:41
page 2



A0¢ € - Appendix | 197

Jidda begot Hakako, his first-born; second, Gudru; and third,
Liben.

Furthermore, Datche begot the Datch--and called them by his
own name'®--the Kono, Becho, and Jille.

And these, too, gave birth to many tribes. Their names are
these: the children of Becho are Uru and Ilu; the children of Datch are
Soddo"’, Abbo, Galan; the sons of Kono are Segseq'™®, Liben; the sons of
Jille are Ela, Abbo, and Li'is.

All these are called Tulema, because they are many.” They
used to make war together; (but) after along while, they quarreled with
each other and separated from each other, as Abraham and Lot separated
when their herds became a multitude, that they said to one another: “Let
us separate, so that if you areto theright, | beto theleft; or if | am to the
right, you be to the left.” *° And it (now) happened asit happened (then).

Similarly, the two tribes of De'ae, who are the Tchile and the
Hoko, and also the two tribes of Jidda, Liben and Gudru™, separated
from their brothers and formed unity; and were called Afre, in the time
of the luba which the Boren call Ambisa-the Bertuma™ call him
Robale.

Furthermore, the Hakako, sons of Jidda, and the children of
De'ale, Abbo and the Suba, formed unity in the time of the luba,” called

16. Thismeans*“Datch” and “Datche” are the same.

17. Could this mean that the Soddo Gurage got its name from this tribe?

18. Thereisaregion in Gojjam which has this name. It must have received it from
Oromo who have since become Amharic speakers.

19. Thisreasoning gives the impression that “tulema’ means many.

20. Gen. 13: 9. Since the allusion is to explain the reason for their separation, we
can infer that the separation of the two tribes was caused by their growing
number of cattle. The reason the other sources giveis “miticha.”

21. Inthetextitisusualy “Guidru.”

22. From afur meaning “four”. Beckingham and Huntingford have given the
English equivalent of most of these Oromo terms in their Some Records of
Ethiopia, pp. 111-29.

23. Same as “Bereytuma.”

24. Luba (“the circumcised”) is the equivalent of the messiah or hastega of the
Christians.
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Birmeje; and were called Seddecha.”® These, too, gave birth to many
tribes. These are their names:

The sons of Tchile are Gelam and Webbo/Abbo.

The sons of Hoko are Kiremo, Imuru and Jidda.

The sons of Liben are Waliso, Kutawe and Amiyye.

The sons of Gudru are Sirba, Melol and Tcherega.

The tribes of Hakako are Abbo, Harsu and Limu.

Thetribes of Suba are Hagelebabo and Tchura.

Thetribes of Abbo/Obbo are Seyyo, Abono, Tum'e and Lega.

When all these are dlied, they are called Metcha®™; and when they
quarrel, they are called Afre and Seddecha. When they are all united
with the Tulema, they are called Seppira. *

Boren,”® on his side, begot twelve® children. The first was
Datche, the second Jille, the third Kono, the fourth Becho. These are

25. From“sedi” (“three”).

26. Thereisaregion in Gojjam which has this name. It must have received it from
Oromo who have since become Amharic speakers.

27. Seen. 15 above.

28. It seems that Oromo tribes are identified by any one or two of their ancestors;
here by Seppira and/or Boren. The name Seppirais enigmatic; see n. 15 above.
According to Mersie Hazen Welde Qirgos, the Oromo elders are not familiar
with this name, EMML 3749, p. 57. There is atradition that the ancestors of the
Galla are the Portuguese whom Atse Gelawdewos settled in the south after the
war with Imam Ahmad ibn lbrahim al-Ghazi (Gragn). The Portuguese could
have encouraged the “Galla’ to revolt against the kingdom which refused to
convert to Catholicism. Almeida reports that when Patriarch Dom Jodo
Bermudez, their spiritual leader, was expelled from Ethiopia, “ God made known
to him that the rod and whip which he had first put into the hands of Granh
(Gragn) and the Moors (Mudlims) of Adel to punish the obstinacy of the
Abyssinians, had now been delivered to the Gallas and that they were to be a
crueller scourge and almost the total ruin of that contumacious empire. So, the
Patriarch, as he came on his way (out of Ethiopia) pronounced many curses on
the lands through which he passed, and said, many times that there were certain
black ants invading the kingdoms and the provinces of the empire, destroying
and wholly devastating it.” See Beckingham and Huntingford, Some Records of
Ethiopia, p. 135.

29. Possibly amistake for eleven.
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cdled Tulema. The fifth was Hakako, the sixth Obbo, the seventh
Suba--these (three) are called Seddecha. The eighth was called Tchile,
the ninth Liben, the tenth Gudru, the eleventh Hoko--these (four) are
called Afre.

Section 2

The Dawwe, who devastated Betre Amora,® are (part) of the Boren
people. There are those who say that they are from another (tribe), citing
their fight with the Boren as the reason. This, however, is anaive story,
not true. But the informer says, “When they (first) left their country,
they did not al leave, but whoever wished (to stay) stayed, and whoever
wished (to leave) left.” For they have no master who would give them
orders; rather, they do what their hearts like.

Those of the Boren who stayed behind |eft their country (later)
by way of Kuera;*" and Fasil* attacked them, but they killed him. At that
time the Dawwe began to attack the Christians.

And at that time the writer of this story prophesied, saying, “I
fear the killers of Fasil, for they have tasted Christian blood.” They,

30. Betre Amora is originally a name of an army contingent, like Betser Waget. It
probably comes from betser amora “vulture to the enemy”. The region where a
contingent is permanently stationed is, like a tribe, caled by the name of the
contingent.

31. Also “Kuera’ in the old Amharic panegyric edited by Guidi, “Le canzone
geez-amarifia” It must be an ancient name of a tribe/place. Some sources give
Huera. This may or may not be a reference to Kuyera near Shashemenne or to
Koyra in Gamo. However, Abba Bahriy's spelling cannot be glossed over
because these names look similar to “Kuera’. These names are three different
forms which may or may not derive from the same original name of one place.
The question is which Damot was the province to which Fasil was appointed
governor. Ato Ambellu Kebede notes on 16 Ginbot, 1944 E.C. (May 22, 1952)
that when he was serving as a Supreme Court Judge in Gemu Gofa Province,
elders told him that the former name of Tchencha was Hara, EMML 5731, f.
114a. Thisis at least the direction from which the Dawwe invaded and where
Abba Bahriy lost his property to them.

32. Sertse Dingil appointed Fasil/Fasilo governor of Damot in the third year of his
reign and within a year, he revolted but was defeated. He must have been
reappointed only to meet his death at the hands of the Dawwe (see adso n. 31
above).

pagel95-214 Friday, January 23, 2004 13:41
page 5



200 PAN OMCEL LCATT

indeed, devastated Betra Amora and Wej; it happened according to his
words, for the spirit of prophecy is not far from the clergy. The Dawwe
chased this prophet, devastated his country of Gamo, and looted all that
he possessed.

So let us return to the story of the Bereytuma, which we have
suspended to thistime.

Section 3

Kerreyyu begot six sons. They became many and powerful tribes. The
first of them was Liben, the second Wello, the third Jille, the fourth
Obhbo, the fifth Suba, the sixth Bela.

And Wello begot six sons, who are Werre Bukko, Werre Guird,
Werre Nole'elu®--these are under the name of Wello--Werre Kerreyyu,
Werre Ilu, and Werre Noleai®--and these three are called Seddecha.
Their separation took place at the time they killed Aboli.>* But now they
have come together in peace against us; they have plotted and made a
covenant (to ruin us).

Section 4

Merewwa Ayya™ begot Ana, Uru, and Abeti. Similarly, their children
and their grandchildren multiplied and formed many tribes. Each one's
name is derived from its respective tribe.

They have neither king nor master like other peoples; rather
they obey a luba for eight years. And after eight years another luba is
appointed, and the first isrelieved. They do so at every period.

The meaning of luba is *those who are circumcised at the same
time.”™ And the order of their circumcision is like this: when a luba
steps down, the Bertuma and Boren each gives itself a name, just as the

1 36

33. Note the difference between “Noledi” and “Noleali.”

34. Aboli died in 1576 E.C. His death has been recorded in many sources.

35. Other sources give Merewwa only.

36. One generation of Oromo men was circumcised together to lead the nation. The
generation as army and its head had the same name. In such cases, in trandlating
| use “they” when | think the text refers to the luba generation and “I” or “he”
when the lubais the leader.
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nigus's regiments are called Sillus Hayle®, Bedil Tsehay,® and Giyorgis
Hayle®

Section 5

Similarly, the one who was circumcised when he started attacking Bali
was caled Melbah. | do not know the name of his father, for thereisno
one who tells me.

Section 6

The second luba was called Muddena. The name of the father of thisone
was Jibbena. It was he who crossed the river Webi.

Section 7

The third luba was called Kilole; he attacked the lowlands of Dewwaro,
such as the Adel Mebreq™ and its lowlands.

Section 8

The fourth luba was called Bifole; it was he who devastated the whole
of Dewwaro and began attacking Fetegar.**

He began to take people captives, and made of them servants,
and called them geber. * He also began to drink koso.® (In contrast) the
first (three) lubas, which we have mentioned, killed people, men and
women. They killed horses and mules; they spared only sheep, goats,

37. “(The Holy) Trinity is my power.”

38. “A (shining) sun at victory.”

39. “(St.) George is my power”.

40. Like Betre Amora (see n. 30), Adel Mebreq too was a name of a contingent,
giving its name to the region where it was stationed. It must must have been the
creation of Atse Zer'a Y aigob (1434-68).

41. Fetegar was the region between Bulga and Gurage.

42. Possibly name of people forced to servitude; see Guidi, “Le canzone geez-
amarifia.”, p. 59.

43. Loca medicine against tapeworm.
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and cows™. They did not kill the animal in their stomach® with
medicine; it just slid down their thighs, as (it does with) beasts.

Section 9

The fifth luba was called Mesle™. It was he who Slaughtered the Jan
Amora’” and fought with Hamelmal®® at Dego.” He devastated all the
districts, and became a master over them; he moved (into them) with his
herd. The previous Galla, on the other hand, attacked from Webi and
returned there.

Our King Atsnaf Segged™ fought him, setting out from Asa
Zenneb. And when Nur went down to his country, having done what he
had, he (Mesle) met him near Hazelo and killed most of his (Midle's)
countless people. Ever since the Galla appeared in our country, they
were not slaughtered as (much as) they were slaughtered at that time.
And Nur's army slaughtered at that time were more than the army of
Awsa, about which we shall report in due time. Thus God avenged on
them the blood of his servants which they had spiltin Megj.>*

This Mesle began riding horses™ and mules, which has not
happened before him (with the Galla), until he said of the lubas who had
preceded him, “I made those who walked on two and three legs walk on
four legs.” The reason for his saying “on three legs” was because they
(the Galla) leaned on their spears when they were tired during ajourney.

44. The Ge' ez “lahm” refers to cows and oxen, “bovine,” “ cattle.”

45. The tapeworm.

46. In other sources also “Michle.”

47. Another contingent that gave its name to the location where it was garrisoned.

48. Grandson of Libne Dingel through his daughter Romane Werg.

49. Zer'a Ya'iqob was crowned at Dego. He had built an important church there
which he called Mekane Maryam and endowed lavishly, Perruchon, Les
Chroniques de Zar’ a Ya' eqob, pp. 54-5.

50. Gelawdewos (1540-59), who defeated Gragn but was killed by Nur, Gragn's
SUCCEeSSOr.

51. Historians think this to be Wej but the reference is most probably to the war
against the Abeti at Mg}, in 1570 A.D.; see Getatchew Haile, Bahra Hassab,
Collegeville (Minnesota) 1993 E.C., p. 248.

52. The Oromo are today famed for their horsemanship.
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Section 10

The five lubas whom we have mentioned ruled forty years; their sons
were not circumcised. The uncircumcised used to abandon (their) sons
and daughters, for such is their tradition. And if they (the fathers) are
circumcised they reared the boys, but the girls they continued to aban-
don until two to three years after the time they had been circumcised.

Section 11

After (the reign of) the five lubas, the sons of Melbah were circumcised,
and were named Harmufa. He daughtered the Giyorgis Hayle at
Qetchino. The Boren call him Dullu. It was he who devastated Gegn,
Angot, and Amhara.

It was he who began attacking Begemdir. Harmufa of the
Bertuma attacked Begemdir and killed Waka, the brother of Harbo. At
that time Harmufa uttered insulting words; he said, “ The Sidama who
are clothed in the body of water, | have hurled into the body of water.” *

Section 12

After eight years Harmufa was relieved and Robale, son of Muddena,
whose name has been written in Section Six, was appointed. It was he
who devastated Shoa and began attacking Gojjam.

The Hatsege™ attacked him (Robale) at Ziway, and killed many
of his (army), and took his cattle booty. Many enriched themselves with
that booty.

He (Robale) killed Azmach Zer'a Y ohannis,™ head of the digni-
taries, may peace be upon him!

53. The Oromo caled the Christians (and the Amhara in its meaning of
“Chrigtians’) “Sidama’, just as others call the Oromo “Galla” Here “clothed
with body of water” refers to the Christian baptism. The Oromos knowledge of
the ritual indicates the close contact between them and the Christians.

54, The Hatsege here and elsewherein thistext is Sertse Dingil/Melek Segged.

55. The death of this general has been reported in Sertse Dingil's history, but the
source does not tell how the general died, saying only that the king promoted the
generd's personal attendants to the rank of tchewa, “land owning soldiers.”
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At that time, soli and bidaro became ilala® at the Suba of the
tribe of the Boren.

Five years after this, the Hatsege attacked Robale of the Abeti
a Weyna Deg'a and killed them without sparing any.”” Some say (just)
over ten remained and came home to carry the news.

Section 13

After eight years, Birmeje son of Kilole, who had devastated Dewwaro,
was appointed. This Birmeje (generation) of the Boren made shields of
cow-hides as tall as themselves, and attacked the Maya,” the people of
archery, and defeated them, as they could not find (a place) to shoot
them because they shielded themselves with dry cow-hides.

(The Birmeje) pressed hard on azmach Deharegot,™ the king's
general; they killed Zinnay and his attendants. In the past he
(Deharegot) defeated them many times; but (this time) it happened (so)
by the will of God, because the sins of the Christians had not been
requited--the conqueror was defeated. They devastated Ar'ign, the coun-
try of his governorate. They killed Gato, Betro, Bedlo, Amdo, and
others. These two districts,® where all the poor enrich themselves,
became desert.

56. What is meant here is not clear. It could also mean “... soli and bidaro were
made into instruments of alarm.” Ato Amha Asfaw tells usin his Amharic book
Yilala Dennebo, 1995, how people perform wailing, singing “yilala dennedo,”
when they mourn their dead. “Yilala” is an Oromo word borrowed by Amharic,
meaning “lookout”. And according to Cecchi, “bided” , most probably a variant
of “bidaro”, is akind of alarm bell made out of tree-trunks used to warn of an
approaching enemy, A. Cecchi, De Zeila alle frontiere del Caffa, Vol. Il, p.
327-8,n. 1; and Val. I, p. 123. Dennebo could be athird type of ilala (after soli
and bidaro) practiced by the people who occupied this region.

57. Thistook place at Mg in 1570 E.C.

58. This “tribe” appears in several places far from each other and as recently as in
the reign of Yohannis | (1667-82) when one of them had a Christian name,
Mikha Giyorgis.

59. A very famous general during the reign of Sertse Dingil.

60. Only one district is mentioned.
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The Birmeje of the Bertuma attacked Dembya and killed Aboli
of theroyal family, Semre Ab the bahir negash, and others.

(All) this happened where our king, who is powerful in his
deeds and wise in his counsel, was not. Had he been in Dembya, what
happened to Robale would have happened to Birmeje. But in order that
the victory would happen alternately, God directed the king's journey to
Damot. He found victory where he went; and his dignitaries were
defeated where he was not.

Section 14

The Birmgje of the Boren put Damot under siege and captured people
and livestock when they found the country without a savior and a
deliverer.

At that time the dgf azmach was Asbo. He took counsel with his
brothers, gathered the army, and pursued them. He arrived as they were
dividing their booty. The chosen ones (the infantry) and the cavalry
surrounded them with a medlist; this means they surrounded them with
three (rows of) invaders. The Gallafled and (many) were killed.

Most of them hid in a large cave. (The army) collected wood
and made fire at the mouth of the cave. Many came out for fear of the
fire and were taken prisoner, until they brought to him the boy of the
royal family®® who had been taken captive together with many cap-
tives.”” They (Asbo's army) cut off the heads™ of the dead; they were
too many to count. (Thisway) he kept his country.

61. “The boy of the roya family” was young Susinyos. The story has been
recounted in his chronicle. The reason that his name is not mentioned in the
Zenahu le-Galla could be that clerics of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church,
including copyists, did not like to mention the name of a renegade who betrayed
his Church. But the fact that the name of Sertse Dingil, Abba Bahriy's most
beloved monarch, is not mentioned is possibly for a different--though related--
reason: fear of Susinyos who killed Sertse Dingil's son and heir.

62. In the chronicle of Susinyos, “with many captives’ refers to those released with
the boy, not to those taken captive with the boy.

63. Thisisan ancient custom practiced in Ethiopia and the rest of the world; see, for
example, Mat. 14:8-10.
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After this, until the end of the tenure of Birmeje, (the country
will be defended). But the (punishing) hand of God will still remain
stretched™ because the sin of the Christians is not atoned yet. Although
they were defended in the days of Birmeje, the latter luba, which we
shall mention afterwards in the proper place, would destroy them.

Section 15

After this, Birmege was relieved and Mul'ata son of Bifole was ap-
pointed. He made a dullagutto on Gojjam. The meaning of dullagutto is
“war of topknot” For when the Galla are circumcised at the same time,
they give themselves a name, as we have said at the beginning® of
Section 4, and they attack a country which their predecessors have not
attacked. If they kill people or large animals, they shave their whole
head, leaving alittle hair (topknot) in the middle of their skull. But he
who did not kill does not shave himself, so much so that he suffers from
lice. For this (reason) they are zealousto kill us.

In those days the Hatsege decided to go to the land of Damot.
And while he was on the journey, he heard that the Galla had attacked
the country of Gojjam and that his mother the Queen had gone up to
Debre Abriham® to seek refuge there.

Wezero Tewdada, the sister of his ancestors King Atsnaf
Segged and King Admas Segged, may peace be upon them, (was aso
there). When the Galla fell upon them suddenly, at a time they did not
expect them, all the people of the country were terrorized and their army
scattered. But her (Tewdadas) eldest son showed force over the Galla,
who were approaching his mother, (and) chased them away, for he was
ayoung man praised for his prowess. (Then) he came back and took his
mother by the hand and brought her up to a high mountain called
Jibbela.”’

64. AnalusiontoIs. 5: 25.

65. Sic.

66. This Amba was once used as a detention center for roya children who were
thought to pose a threat to the power of the incumbent king.

67. This was the mountain where Tedla Gwalu climbed to defend himself when Atse
Tewodros attacked Gojjam, EMML 5403, f.108b. Later King Tekle Haymanot
(of Gojjam) had made it prison, ibid., f. 180b.
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The Hatsege, for his part, cancelled his journey, and came in
haste to where the Galla were and arrived with the army. He ignored the
rules of his ancestors the kings; for when they come to the war front,
their custom was to send the fighters ahead, and to stand (al oof) with the
chosen cavalry and infantry, and praise him who flings forward and
punish him who lags behind.

This time, however, our king put himself at the head of the
force and showed force. When the army saw this, they rushed forward
and became wild in (fighting) the Galla; they killed all without sparing
any. Most of them were hurled over the precipice, until the people of the
countryside and the peasants killed them wherever they found (them).

He (the king) ordered that they cut off the heads of the Galla.
The (heads) filled Adora, which is awide place.

(Then) they brought down the Itege and Wezero Tewodada
from the mountains® where they were. And he (the king) received them
with honor.

When they (the two women) saw the large number of the
enemy's heads which had been cut off, they rejoiced a great joy and
praised God who set the spirit of victory on his anointed.*

As for the cattle they rescued from the hand of the Galla, they
returned them to those from whom they were looted.

Section 16

After this our king decided to take an expedition, for he does as he
thinks and executes as he says. He went to Wej to attack the Galla, who
are caled Dawwe. The Galla call them “the latter Galla,”™ but (other)

people call them “Dawwe” ™ because they pained them.

68. Adbarat is the plural of debr, meaning “mountain” and “monastery”. The two
ladies were at two different refugee centers.

69. The kings are referred to as the mesiah “the anointed”.

70. The expression, “the latter Galla,” is missing in the Vienna copy, obviously by
mistake of the copyist. But the London text is not corrupt. The question is
whether or not the Oromos use the name “Galla.” Or could this be the author's
perception?

71. There seems to be a play with words. In Ge'ez “dewe” L€ means “illness’ or
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The reason for his (the king's) expedition there was that he
thought that they (the Galla) would battle with him and that they would
not flee; but when he arrived where they told him they were, he did not
find them. He searched, but he did not find their dwelling.

When he did not find animal booty and a fight of the flesh, he
decided to fight with the devil and take from him as booty the souls of
the pagans. (Therefore,) he summoned the people of Innarya, Bosha,
and Gomer and said to them, “Become Christians!” And they became
(Christians); they were baptized in Christian baptism.

Section 17

When the Mul'ata of the Werdi‘aya attacked the country of Ras Welde
Kristos, (the latter) conquered them, recovered their booty, and killed
many of them. He pursued a party of them until they hurled themselves
over a precipice. (This way) he defended the country till the Hatsege
returned. When the Hatsege returned, he found the country defended by
the diligence of Welde Kristos and by his battle. For that reason he made
him master over his house and set him governor over the whole of his
kingdom."
Section 18

The Mul'ata of the Boren afflicted the Christians of Damot; they
scattered them and devastated their country. During their time Shoa and
Damot became deserts.

The reason that | have written at one time the victory of the
Galla, and at another time the victory of the Christians, is because it is
the custom of the books, which say, “Today to you and tomorrow to the
other.””™ Victory belongs at one time to this one, and another time to
that one. He who conquers alwaysisthe one God whoisaboveal. The
country submitted to him (to the Mul'ata of the Boren), and none
remained (free).

“sickness.” However, identifying Dawwe (4®) with Jawi (8¢), “serpent,” as
some authors have done, is unwarranted.

72. Welde Kristos ultimately met his death at the hand of the Oromo during the reign
of Susinyos.

73. Source not identified.
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When this essay was written, the tenure of Mul'ata, son of
Bifole, wasin its seventh year. They were about ready for the circumci-
sion and the appointment of the sons of Mede. If | am till aive, | shall
write later about the battles and killings which would take place in their
time; and if | have died, others will write about me and about the coming
luba. But happy is he who is dead, for he is resting!

Section 19

The knowledgeable ones make an extensive inquiry, asking, “How is it
that the Galla defeat us, although we are many, and many are our arms?”
There are those who say, “God has allowed them because of our sins.”
And there are who say, “It is because of our nation's division into ten
classes. Nine of these do not come close to any battle, and they are not
ashamed of their fear. But the tenth class battles and fights to the best of
its ability. Although our number is big, those who can fight are few, and
those who do not come near the battle are many.”

One of these is the party of the monks, who are countless. There
are those who become monks in their youth, when monks lure them
while they are studying, like (the case of) the writer of this essay and
those like him. There are also those who become monks because of fear
of battle.

The second group is called debtera. They study the scriptures
and all the profession of the clergy; they clap with their hands and stamp
with their feet;” they are not ashamed of their fear. They take as their
models the Levites and priests, namely, the sons of Aaron.

The third group is called jan hatsena and jan me'asere.” These
guard justice and guard themselves from battle.

The fourth is the group of deggafoch”™ of the women of the
dignitaries and the (royal) ladies, powerful men and strong young men.
They do not come near the battle; they say, “We are attendants of the
women.”

74. 1.e. when they chant and dance during religous feasts.

75. These are people of the law, judges.

76. Supporters, who probably assisted the women when they would walk and mount
their mules.
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The fifth group is called shimagille”, geze”®, and be'ale rist”.
They give a portion of their land to the peasant and demand his services;
they are not ashamed of their fear.

The sixth group is the peasants. They spend their day in the
fields and are oblivious about fighting.

The seventh group is those who benefit themselves from com-
merce. They make profit for themselves.

The eighth group is the artisans, such as the smiths, scribes,
tailors®, carpenters, and their like. They do not know fighting.

The ninth group is the minstrels, those who play the gende
kebero® and the begena™, who make begging a profession. They bless
the one who rewards them; they give him vain glory and idle praise.
And when they curse the one who does not reward them, they are not
charged, for they say, “This is our tradition.” ® They keep themselves
very far from battle.

The tenth group is those who carry the shield and spear®.
These can do fighting, and “follow the steps of the king to run.”®
Because of the fewness of these, our country is destroyed.

The Galla, on the other hand, do not have any of these nine
classes which we have mentioned. All are trained in warfare, from the
small to the big. For this reason they destroy us and kill us.

Those who say, “They kill us by the order of God,” find a
reason in the defeat of the children of Israel and their destruction &t the

77. Elders.

78. “A class of landlords; see EMML 1832, f. 1lalvaria (1), Getatchew Haile, A Cat-
alogue, Vol. V, p. 249. The Amharic meggazo (“rented land”) could be related
toit.”

79. Landowners, one of the two classes. The be'ale rist were apparently entitled to
keep the farmers on the land.

80. Includes people who worked on leather.

81. Drum.

82. Harp.

83. These must be the “ lalibela” /“ amina” / “ abba widdaq;.”

84. Who carry arms.

85. A misunderstood version of Song of Songs 7: 5. In the source, the word is
“asere’, averb meaning “to bind.” It is misunderstood as a construct form of
“aser” “trace’, “footstep”. Based on that misunderstanding, it has become the
title of one of the types of Ge' ez poems (asere nigus) offered to the monarch.
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hands of the kings of Persia and Babylon. They say, “If afighter is
victorious, who would ask help from God the Exalted and Most High?
And if the many conquer the few, the words of scripture which say, 'One
shall put athousand to flight, and two shall chase ten thousand’,* would
bevan”.

O knowledgeable ones, you know whether the words of the
former arguers or of the latter arguers are credible.

Section 20

So, let us return to the exposition of the Galla.

They call the small children mucha’, and those who are older
they call eiman. And those who are older than these, who begin to do
fighting, they call gurba’.

The young men who are not (yet) circumcised, who call kelela
their hair which they dress like gora®, they call quendela®. If they kill
people, an elephant, a lion, a rhinoceros, or a buffalo, they shave
(leaving) a topknot® in the middle of their skull. But he who has not
killed does not shave. (Even) those who are married do not shave
themselves unless they have killed.

In the time of Mul'atathey ate the buffalo; and (so) they said, “If
we ate it, it is like a cow, and we ought not to shave our heads when we
kill it.” A party of them said in insulting words, “Let us not shave our
heads when we kill the people of Shoa and Amhara, for they are but
speaking cows; they cannot fight.”

All the unmarried Galla, whether luba® or quendela™, are
called gero and live (together) in one dwelling, the gero of the luba with

86. Deut. 32:30.

87. All three manuscripts have “gora.” | do not know what this word means. It
could be the name of a non Oromo tribe whose members wore this unique
hairstyle.

88. The word has become Amharic but refers to the hairstyle, not to a class of
people.

89. The sentence s corrupt.

90. Circumcised.

91. Uncircumcised.
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the luba, that of the quendela with quendela, and the gero of the geber
with the geber.

They appoint about twenty people to build the sequela; and they
call them ajertu™.

Furthermore, they appoint (people)® for killing cows; and they
arecalled gelta™.

Also, two people are appointed who roast the meat and cut it
up, and distribute it in pieces equally to all; they call them wajo™.

Furthermore, they appoint five men to milk the cows of all; their
name is halebdo™.

Furthermore, they appoint (people) for scooping the milk and
giving it to each in measurement; their nameistihito”".

Furthermore, they appoint seven people for bringing home the
herds. They also search for the strayed. Their name is berbado™.

They also choose from among themselves two and authorize
them to admonish and punish the one who goes to a woman; these are
called gorsa®. This abstinence is not for righteousness, but so that they
may be aert and diligent for fight. For he who is married thinks of that
by which he would please his wife'®.

Furthermore, they appoint about ten people to drive the cattle;
their name is temwutu™. Any of them who wish to marry separates

himself and livesin his own house; they call him jilhika'®.

92. Builder. sequela (Amharic “segela”) is arectangular house.
93. The number of the “gelta” or “butcher” is missing.

94. Butchers.

95. Roasters, possibly from “wada” “to roast.”

96. Milkers, definitely related to Ge'ez/Arabic “halib,” “milk” )
97. Unknown to me.

98. From “barbada” “to search”, “to want.”

99. Instructor, adviser.

100. I. Cor. 7:33.

101. Inspectors.

102. Obvioudly, “married herdsman.”
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The old they call milguddo'®. They (the old), too, do not rest
from fighting, unless they are too feeble, like our brothers Zeppo'™ and
Abba Hara'®.

There is no one else who has found an enemy who is (s0)
zedous to do evil; and there is no one else who has found a master and
aking who is (so) zealous to do good. May God guard him for along
period of time and for length of days.... (Thus) says Bahriy.

103. Elder.

104. In the chronicle of Sertse Dingil, Zeppo is Ze-Peraglitos.

105. Hara Dingil for whom a gedl has been written, EMML 69, Macomber, A
Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts, Vol. |, p. 71.
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Concerning the Galla

by Alega Tayye
(pp. 548-561, 586-600)

The following is my English trandation of excerpts from an unpublished work by
Alega Tayye, JE692E, pp. 548-561, 586-7, 595-600 that | included here. Many of
these sections have been trandated and published by Professors Grover Hudson
and Tekeste Negash from the 1920 edition of Alega Tayye's FPA. 7-F-&.° il
J¢#1, see bibliography. Historians will notice the striking similarity of most of
these excerpts to those in Ato Atsme's Ye-Galla Tatik, edited and trandated by
Bairu Tafla.

(17" and “ 18" are the numbers of the sectionsin the manuscript.)

17. Concerning the Galla Tribe

There are many various serious, true, and fictitious stories, that are being
told in different (forms) about the Gallatribe. The history book that Ato
Atsme wrote states the following when talking about the Galla: “The
reason why the people called Galla left their country is not well known.
Historians say that these Galla people migrated from Asia and crossed
over to Madagascar, and that they migrated from there and settled at a
seacoast near Mombassa. (The name) “Mombassa’ means in the Galla
language good for pasturing animals. And from there they came to
Ethiopia following the stream called Gennale.”*

1. Bairu Tafla, Asma Giyorgis and His Work, p. 138. It is not clear where the
quotation ends. The pieces that deal with the Gallain Alega Tayye's work are
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However, when they left their country, they did not all leave at
the same time. Rather, those who wanted left, and those who did not
remained behind. This people, called Galla, came, setting out from
there, and settled at the frontiers of Bale, at the bank of the stream
(river)’ caled Gelana. They led a nomadic life, breeding their cattle,
goats and sheep.

There are those who say that their arrival took place 102 years
before the reign of Atse Libne Dingil, whose regnal name was Wenag
Segged®. This was in the fifth year of Atse Yishag, 6904 Year of the
World, 1404 Year of Mercy.* But the truth about (the time of) the
coming of the Galla to Ethiopia is the tenth year of the reign of Zagwe
(during Merra Tekle Haymanot, whose regnal name was Zagwe), in 930
Y ear of Mercy.’

The history of the Galla that the Westerners have written is
from their personal knowledge and research. But we (write), having
seen the history which Azzaj Tinno has written.’

When the Galla came (to Ethiopia), they came from the river
(stream) Gelane and entered into a country called Haro Wilabo. InHaro
Wilabo there is a pond which a swimmer can cross and pass through.
The Galla say, “As regards our forefather and creation, we came from
this water.” Hence they say “umman Wilabo batti.” And this means,
“There came out a creation from the water of Wilabo.” Therefore the

amost identical to those in Ato Atsme's. Although Tayye wrote his book after
Atsme and quotes him, it isimpossible to conclude that he got them all from the
latter. Both probably had access to sources not known to us. One of these
sources depended heavily on Abba Bahriy's Zenahu le-Galla. My suspicion is
that one of their sources was a work by Azzaj Tinno, Susinyoss chronicler,
elaborating the Zenahu, because both quote Tinno where one would expect Abba
Bahriy, and their version of the Zenahu is sufficiently different from Abba
Bahriy'soriginal.

2. Putin parenthesis by the copyist.
3. Libne Dingil/Wenag Segged (1508-40).
4. Yishaqreigned in 1406-1421 E.C. (=Y ear of Mercy).
5. The time each king of the Zagwe dynasty reigned has yet to be firmly estab-
lished.
6. Seeno. 1.
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Galla prostrate themselves to the ground before water. Neither people
nor animals drink from that pond; it isforbidden. All the Galla prostrate
themselves to the ground before that water. There they slaughter
fattened ox and many gelded steer as well as sheep and goats.

There are several peoples in Haro Wilabo who have different
languages. They are called Doras. They look like the Galla people. It
takes four daysto walk from Sidamo to Wilabo, and 5 days from Wilabo
to Boren.

The Gadla are of two tribes; they are called Bertuma’ and
Borena’.

Bertuma begot six children. These are the following:

Kerreyyu
Merewwa
Ittu

Akkitu’
Werreneshe™
Hubbena™

ok wbdpE

Kerreyyu, Bertuma's first-born child, begot six mighty children. And
these are:

Liben

Tiloma Wello™
Jille

Abbo

Luba

Ales

o gk wbdpE

7. Also “Bereytuma.”

8. Also Boren.

9. Obviously amistake. It should be “Akkichu.”

10. Also “Werrentisha” and “Werrensha’.

11. With “m” of Humbena assimilated.

12. Most sources (including Tayye, if only rarely) have “Tulema” The place of
“Wello” in the sentenceis not clear. It is probably added as a correction.
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Wello begot seven (children) from seven women. These are:

Hibeno

Abey

Ali

Qau

Ambo

Hida

. Gora”

There are those who say that Wello has other children than these, called
Bekko and Noli‘inu.

No abk~wbdhPE

Borena begot eleven children (these are):

Datche

Jille

Kono; these are called Tiloma
Boch

Akako

Wehbbo; these are called Seddecha.
Luba

Tchile

. Libon

10. Guidru™

11. Hoko; these are called Hoko.

©o N A WDNPRE

It is said that the first three of Wello's children are called by the name of
Wello, and the (last) four by the name of Werreseddecha.

Merewwa, the second child of Bertuma, begot Werdeyyan.
Werdeyyan begot three children. These are (the following):

1. Ana

13. One wonders whether this name has any relation to the enigmatic gora, given in
Zenahu le-Galla (seeits section 20) as the hairstyle of the quendela.

14. The“i” in Guidru could be ignored.

15. The "n" could be the Amharic object marker, mistakenly taken as part of the
name.
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2. ur®

3. Abeti

These children of Merewwa are greater than others in number and
might.

Because these people of the Galla are a heathen people, they do
not know God. What the Galla are mainly missing in the Ten Com-
mandments which God gave to Moses in writing is the first command-
ment only which says, “1 am your God; worship no other god than me.”
Because of the imperfection of the natural law and because they did not
have an apostle to teach them, they fear every thing. They therefore
worship the tree, the river, the body of water, the rock and the cliff, and
prostrate themselves to the ground (before them).

Second, they call Sunday the Senbete gudda'’, and Saturday
Senbetetinna,”® and observe (them) like the Christians.

Third, whatever happens, they do not swear falsely.

Fourth, they honor their fathers and mothers, and they honor
their peers who are older than them. Or else they will be (tried and)
sentenced by the tcheffe, that is, by the shengo™ assembly.

Fifth, he who kills people will be penaized with a guma,
reparation of a huge amount of money for the price of life. Further-
more, there are those who die, sentenced by the ayyu and the luba, with
the case being reconsidered.

Sixth, the rank and file passes better judgement in their tcheffe
and court sessions than the Christians.

These descendants of Bertuma and Boren, all of the Gala
tribes, have a (system of) hierarchy® from childhood to old age like that
of the priesthood. This hierarchy iscalled geda. Geda is an office (and)
authority similar to priesthood. This, their authority, is for every eight
years like the number of their life span. Their years are divided into eight
years, they call it geda.

16. Otherwise always “Uru”.

17. “The big Sabbath.”

18. “The small Sabbath.”

19. “Tcheffe’ (Oromo) and “shengo” (Amharic) means “assembly.”
20. Or “grade.”
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(Thelubas) are five, since each of the (five) eight-year periodis
named after the name of the respective five lubas. Every eight years a
luba is removed and another luba is appointed. They do not have a
master or a balabbat”* as do other people who have kings. They accept
orders from a luba for eight years. After eight years, another luba is
appointed. At that time, (each tribe) gives a name to its (class) and is
circumcised.

The system looks like ours. Aswe cal the year after the name
of one of the Evangelists--as we give to each of the four years a name,
calling them 1 Matthew, 2 Mark, 3 Luke, 4 John--they, too, give aname
to the (period of) eight years. They call (the divisions of) the forty years
after the names of the five warriors. When (a Galla) completes the forty
years, he will be circumcised and become aluba.

These are the names of the five warriors for whom the forty
years are divided into five (eight-year period and) after whom the
periods) are called:

The first geda is Birmgji, the second is Horreta or Milbah, the
third Minchile” or Muddena, the fourth Dullo, the fifth is called Robeli.
These abba dullas of the system of the Galla people recur every forty
years. Thisisthe mgjor rule of the Galla.

Furthermore, they have, other than this, an order and a rule,
which are called mogasa and kolu. Mogasa is for strangers. It is
something like yetut 1ij.”* Kolu concerns the one from the same tribe.
Thisis like a helper or azzaj.**

And this is the order of their rule: The Galla have laws and
procedures (to follow) from the day they are born to their death. When
the father is circumcised and becomes a luba, the son becomes itmiko
for eight years.

Next he becomes a debele for eight years; he learns the order of
the law from his father (and) the elderly.

21. Traditional chief.

22. Also “mide’.

23. Amharic for “(nominally) adopted child”. Such a child is not treated as a real
child; the system is a means of acquiring a mentor.

24. A deputy in administrative matters.
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Third, hewill be called tifoli. (At this stage) heisfree: he sings,
dances and does whatever he wishes. No one would say to him, “Do not
do (this); thisis bad; or thisis good.” They (the tifoli) quarrel and kill
each other during singing and dancing. But since it is the age of
freedom, there will be no case against him.

Fourth, he becomes quendela.”® He leads a subdued and quiet
life. He comesto the tcheffe and sits at the shengo.

Fifth, when he completes his age of gondala-hood, he is called
yaromay. He does not come to the tcheffe nor go to shengo. Heremains
in the village when the rest go to the tcheffe. He turns into a thief,
robber, and vagabond. He slaughters and eats anyone's sheep or goat.
However, he takes only one sheep, or one goat, or one ox from a barn;
he should not take two.

When he completes these five stages this way, he become 40
yearsold. After that heis circumcised and becomes aluba.

The ayyu, however, is chosen from his people; his people
appoint whom they like. They appoint (an ayyu) the luba who com-
pletes his geda (time). And the ayyu sits at the tcheffe, having let his
bokku be blessed (by the assembly). Bokku is a club of olivewood. Itis
well soaked in butter and polished; it is honored like the royal scepter.
He (the ayyu) is appointed by it and is blessed. He is appointed and sits
in judgement for eight years. After eight years he is removed from the
office; he will no longer sit in judgement nor come near the tcheffe. He
will be designated luba dullecha. The ayyu sitsin judgement with many
lubas at his courtyard.

In former times, the place and the tcheffe where al the Galla
assembled every eight years to pass judgements, where the history and
judgements of the past eight years were recounted, where new rules are
promul gated--criticizing what should be criticized--and where the future
Gallarules and procedures were proclaimed, was Borena. The one who
sits for judgement there was called Abba Muddana. The meaning of
Abba Muddanais messianic or the anointed.

Since they left Borena, and to this day, each tribe sends two
people to him (to abba Muddana) who would hear his proclamation and

25. The word is amharicized to refer to a certain hairstyle.
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orders and report back. And when they come back, the ayyu at each
tcheffe receives them with honor. These are called jila. Since they are
recognized by their clothes or their signs, no one touches them if they
walk in the middle of a battlefield.”®

Since they left Borena the tcheffe of al took place at Melka
Bollo (in) Awash. And the ayyu used to sit in judgement at Galan. Later,
when the Galla quarreled with each other, when the place was cramped
for them, and when they parted each other in mititcha,” they separated
in tcheffe as well.

Thus, the Melka Bollo (in) Awash became (site of) the tcheffe
of the Tulema. And that of the ayyu is at the same Gelan; and that of the
Metcha became at Tule. Half of the Metcha have kings.

The (site of) the tcheffe of the Yittu became Karra Quirquire,
below Burga.

The (site of) the tcheffe of the Galla of Harerge was at Lulo.

And similarly the Wello and Aruse held tcheffe at their respec-
tive courtyards.

Their tcheffe were banned by a proclamation (issued) by Mene-
lik 11, in order to prevent an eventua disturbance emanating from the
gatherings. Nevertheless, the judgements which the Galla pass at their
tcheffe are better and are more observed than (those by) us who are near
them and claim to be Christians.

According to the Galla law, (passed) by the luba, ayyu (and)
their tcheffe, a Galla does not marry a child of his parents. He does not
marry hisuncle's or sister's child either. If he marries, in violation of the
law, he receives a harsh punishment, one that would lead to death.
Marriage to one of one's own people and relatives is taboo with them.

It (internecine marriage) has never been initiated™; and if (it
ever was, but) they have abolished it at a tcheffe, it would till mean a

26. That is, when one Galla tribe fights another Galla tribe. For the Oromo, a Galla
tribeis no different from a non-Gallatribe.

27. The description isidentical to what we have in Abba Bahriy's Zenahu, section 1:
“They quarreled with each other and separated from each other, as Abraham and
Lot separated when their herds became a multitude.”

28. These paragraphs seem to have been added to refute the view that the Oromo
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violation of the law. They will be sentenced according to their law.
Relative to this, St. Paul says as follows: “For God shows no partiality.
All who have sinned apart from the law will aso perish apart from the
law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.
For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous in God's sight, but
the doers of the law who will be justified. When Gentiles, who do not
possess the law, do by nature what the law requires, they are a law to
themselves, even though they not have the law. They show that what the
law requires is written on their hearts, to which their own conscience
also bears witness; and their conflicting thoughts will accuse or perhaps
excuse them on the day when, according to my gospel, God, through
Jesus Christ, will judge the secret thoughts of all”, Romans 2:11-17;
1:42 (sic).

The Galla are heathens in religion. This, however, is only due
to lack of an apostle, because they know that there is one God; they call
him Waga Gurracha. When they are in trouble and distress, they look
up to the sky and pray in that direction.

Wello embraced Islam before all the Galla. Next the Metcha
Galla, who claim that they are royal, who are on the other side of the
Gibe, embraced Islam. Next the Galla around the city of Harerge
became Muslim by force when the Egyptians ruled them. And later,
during the time of Atse Menelik, (those) asfar as Ittu became Muslims.

And now, the rest of the Galla prefer to be Muslim than
Christian, because they hate the Amhara army. The reason that the Galla
hate the Amhara is because (the latter) is a stumbling block, because of
their love for money, evilness, and cruelty, not because they knew (the
difference), distinguishing the bad and the good of 1slam and Christian-

ity.

Why the Galla Are not Jealous
(pp. 555-561)

The reason why the Gallaissued alaw saying, “Let there be no jealousy
and killing of each other because of women” (is as follows):

ancestors married their sisters. But the tale is not different from what the
Christians teach about the marriage of the children of Adam and Eve.
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In Wello, long before they (the Galla) became Muslims, there
was a young hero in their country. He had a comely and beautiful wife.
There was in the neighborhood a handsome young son of a nobleman
who had not slept with awoman. The wife of this hero was so stung by
the love for this young man that she became crazy. She always desired
to go to bed with him.

One day she found him at a convenient place. She seized him
to fulfill her desire. According to the law of the Galla, however, a man
who has not killed (people) cannot sleep with awoman. Hewould never
do so, especially with the wife of ayoung man.

So he said to her as follows: “What has happened will never
remain unheard; and since | have not fulfilled my obligation to kill, you
will be disgraced, and you will disgrace your husband if this affair
becomes public. So it should not happen now. But later, when | come
back from a military expedition having killed, | will make you my lover
openly. If you are found with me, who has not fulfilled his obligation to
kill, it will be afterwards a big shame and disgrace to you, as you are a
wife of the hero so and s0.”

But since she had aready been stung with a wicked lust, and
her heart had been consumed with the fire of love for him, she said to
him: “ Asfor this, it won't be a problem for you. | will send you in secret
one child of mine to such and such a place. Kill him, take his male
organ, and come home accompanied by singers.”

But he said to her: “Oh no, you must hate me; thisis not love.
If I kill the son of that young hero, he will kill me when it becomes
public, because what has happened never remains unheard. He will
destroy not only me but also my relations.”

And she said: “Do not worry. Who do you think will know and
hear this affair, other than | and you, that you suspect and fear?”

He made her swear a firm promise according to their law,
saying, “Well, then, if your position is this, (swear) that you will not
regret about your child, and that you will not share this secret with
others.” Then each of the two went to their respective homes without
sexual intercourse.

In the evening he went to the appointed place in the dark and
stayed hiding in the bush. And she sent her son there with an errand for
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an excuse. When the child arrived, he seized him and sent him off to a
far away place. There he kept him at a house of a friend and relative,
saying: “This child is a son of my brother. Please guard him and keep
him with good care for me.”

Since the time was a time of socia unrest, robbery and killing,
the parents and al close relatives mourned and did nothing, assuming
that he may have been either kidnapped and sold or that a bandit had
killed him.

And this young man, after a while, smeared a piece of cloth
with goat's blood, carried a dagger, and claimed: “I went to a far away
country and killed. But they forced me to abandon the trophy. How-
ever, | brought the clothes (covered) in blood and the dagger” and
showed them to them. The singing began at his house.

And thiswoman, saying: “Even if we are mourners because our
child is logt, since the death concerns him, our neighbor, as well, let us
go to him like others and say to him, 'we are happy that you returned
safely and that you succeeded',” went to his house with her husband and
said, “We are happy that you returned safely and that you succeeded.”*

And he, having said, “I am happy that you stayed well”®,
consoled them, saying, according to tradition, “ About the death of your
son, hamotu isinitti indebiyyin kenguddetu isini yakennu.” This means,
“May he not repeat the wicked (incident) on you; may he give you the
one that will grow.”

After this, she stood up and sang with those who were singing.
As soon as the singing was over, people dispersed to their respective
homes.

This young man and this woman were waiting for an opportune
time, and they met one day for the intercourse. They fulfilled their evil
lust. Sheloved him very much, even more than before.

Since he had already assessed her heart, he said no to her after
awhile. “Why? What happened to you?’ she asked him.

He said to her, “My peers insulted me and put me to shame, saying,
"Thiskiller of (only) one, who did not repeat."”

29. These are standard Amharic formulas of greetings exchanged with someone who
comes back from along, and possibly perilous, journey.
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“But this should not be your worry. Kill my second child, too”
she said to him and gave him her second child.

He took him (to that far away country) and kept him together
with his brother, and returned, as he did before. And he fulfilled her
desire.

Again, he said no to her, as he had done before. After awhile
she gave him her third child, too, so that he might kill him. Hetook him
and kept him with his brothers. And he came home claiming as before
that he had killed. And he kept her like awife.

As this young man was well established, he became akiller and
a hero. And he frequently visited the children. They grew up, he
providing them enough food.

Five or six years later, he told the official, the hayyu, saying, “|
have a very important matter; let the Seven-House Wello make an
assembly for me.” By the command of the hayyu, they came together
from all places. They held abig assembly called ya'i.

This young man stood in the middle of the assembly (and said),
“Listen to me, O my people; may God Waga listen to you.”

The assembly paid attention in silence to hear the matter.
Having blessed the assembly and the country, the (spirits) golle and
adbar, according to their tradition, he began the story, saying like this:
“The story | shall tell you is one that would enrage so and so. Please
bind him first, for me, so that he may not kill me.” That man was seized
and bound.

He told them the story, from the beginning to the end, al the
cruelty and wonder the wife of this man did to her children, desiring
him, stung by an evil lust.

He said, “But | did not kill the children; on the contrary, |
brought them up, feeding them (well) in a good place.” As he had kept
them near him, decorated and ornamented, he asked them to stand up;
and making them stand up in the middle of the assembly, he handed
them to their father, saying: “Here are your children.”

When the father, who thought his children were dead and
became despondent and crushed by sorrow, suddenly and unexpectedly
heard about the finding of his children with his own ears and saw them
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with his own eyes, he was shocked by a shock of joy and became like a
rock.

And al the people were stunned and astounded by the goodness
of this man and the cruelty and wickedness of that woman.

After this, this man further got up and stood in the middle of the
assembly (and) said thus: “O my friends and my people! Listen to me,
further. Let me ask you that we think about what is beneficial to us,
once for all, and establish a rule and make corrections.

Even the beasts and wild animals which are without knowledge
are tenderhearted towards their kids. And they give their life for the
sake of their kids. But our women, the creatures called humans, are
wicked, much more than beasts and wild animals. This wickedness of
theirswill be seen by the fact that their hearts are covered and swollen so
much so that they deliver their children to death to fulfill the lust of their
bodies.

If thisis the case, as of now let jealousy, quarrel and killing of
each other because of such creatures, called women, be abandoned.
You, the elderly, make a binding rule, so that, because of these cor-
rupted ones, quarrelling with, and killing, a brother by his brother and a
friend by his friend, who would help him if he is in need, who would
come out with him, if he cried for help, who would pick him up if
wounded (in a battle), who would bury him if he died, may not happen.
Except that they are our mothers, women should have not been consid-
ered humans. As of now, let jealousy and quarrel about women be
abandoned.”

The suggestion was loved and (found) good by the entire
assembly. After thisthe elders passed these rules on women:

First rule, let not a daughter share landed property with her
brothersin her father's house.

Second, if she is murdered, let her blood compensation be half
the blood compensation for man, 50 cows--that for a man is 100 cows.

Third, when a father gives his daughter in marriage, let him
declare, “I have sold my daughter.” And let her husband rule her
crushingly like aslave. If she runs away and has children from another
man, let him take her back, together with her children, and rule her by
force.
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Fourth, if sheis caught in anillicit relation with a man, let her
lover give one heifer to her husband in lieu of jealousy. Let him give
her, too, one shemma® and a mirror. * The day on which he goes to her
house carrying these is called arara, and this means “aday of reconcilia-
tion.” Toaccompany thisone heifer, he takes seven to ten cows together
and brings them into the pen of her husband.

He himself goes, decorated and ornamented, with some of his
friends. And her husband waits, inviting elders who know how to
entertain and tell stories, gathering his neighbors, preparing food and
drink, and he himself is decorated and ornamented with his wife.

And the other one, as soon as he arrives, kisses his lover's
forehead, hands over what he brought, and passes over and sits.

The elders would say to them, “As of now, you are brothers
who should help each other in al matters.”

After this, food and drink are served with good entertainment.
And they, having spent the day joyfully eating, drinking and entertaining
themselves, return home, handing over the heifer they brought and
taking back the cows they brought for accompaniment.

After this, he comes often to his lover openly and acts as a
husband. He comes in, sticking his spear (to the ground) at the door.
When the husband comes from the field, and sees the spear of his wife's
lover standing at the door, he turns away and stays to visit a neighbor
until he (the lover) gets out for him. And if he (the husband) has to go
to afar away land, he calls him (the lover) and tells him to look after the
house. His wife's lover comes to his house, and stays until he returns,
being the head of the household and doing what a head of a household
does.

The Galla made this law because whatever happens, it is
impossible to watch over awoman and stop her, believing that it is better
that two men watch over her rather than one man and saying: “Let
jealousy and killing over women be abandoned.”

30. Ethiopian toga.
31. Thisindicates that either the story is anachronistic or the tradition is not ancient.
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Concerning the Galla Genealogy
(pp586-592)

The genealogy of the Gallais as follows: Bertuma and Boren, the two
brothers whom we listed earlier, begot seventeen children, Bertuma six
and Boren eleven.

The descendants of Bertuma are:
Kerreyyu

Merawwa

Ittu

Akkichu

Werrenesha

Hubbena

o gk wbdpE

The descendants of Kerreyyu are:
Liben

Metcha

Tiloma

Wello

Jille

Abbo

Luba

Bela

© N A wWNPRE

The descendants of Merewwa are:
1. Werdeyan (sic)

2. Arus

3. Ity

4, Timuga

Werdeyan (sic) begot three (children):
1. Ana

2. Ur

3. Absi

All these are descendants of Merewwa. These children of Merewwa are
superior in might and number to all (others). And because of this, they
are found everywhere.
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The descendants of Ittu (are):
1. Jlle
2. Luba

The descendants of Akkichu (are):
1. Jingur
2. Tcheffa

The descendants of Werrenesha (are):
Seyyu

Abu

Tchabu

Yilu

Guidru

Kutay

Amoru

Horo

© N A wWNPRE

The descendants of Hubbena are:
1. Rayya

2. Azebo

3. Ashenge

These Wello speak in Amharic, losing Galligna because they have been
neighbors of the Amhara. The Ashenge speak in Tigregna, losing
Galligna because they have been neighbors of the Tigre.

The descendants of Boren (are):
1. Datche

2. Jlle

3. Kono

The (following) are called Tiloma:
1. Boch

2. Akako
3. Webbo
4. Luba
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The (following) are called Seddecha:

1. Tchile

2. Liben

3. Gudru

The following are called Hoko;
1. Hoko

The descendants of Datche (are):
1. Lega

2. Tcheleba

The descendants of Jille (are):
1. Wellegga

2. Gumma

The descendants of Kono (are):

1. Limu
2. Jimma
3. Gera
The descendants of Boch (are):
1. Abbechu
2. Gimbichu
The descendants of Akako (are):
1. Weberri
2. Gedan
The descendants of Webbo (are):
1. Lume
2. Liben
The descendants of Luba (are):
1. Metta
2. Wayyu
The descendants of Tchile (are):
1. Gullae
2. Sdlae
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The descendant of Liben (is):
1. Abeti®

The descendant of Gudru (is):
1. Dera

The descendant of Hoko (is):
1. Borena

All these are the ancestors of the Galla.

The True story about the I lamization of the Wello
(pp. 592-594)

Thetrue story of the IsSlamization of the Wello isasfollows:

(A man) called Abderrahman killed Ali, the husband of Fatima,
the daughter of Muhammad, the first prophet and king of the Muslims.
Because Hasan, the son of Ali born by Fatima, had ascended the throne,
and because the successors will be the descendants of Muhammad,
Fatima and Ali, all the children and party of Abd Rahman migrated to
Ethiopia and settled in Yifat, in Shoa, fearing that they would destroy
them to avenge Ali's blood. This took place during the time of King
DignaMikael.

Digna Mikael reigned 26 years, from 656 (to) 682 (Year of
Mercy). These Muslims moved into Yifat during histime. Because the
kings who successively reigned at that time, the officials, and the clergy
ignored them--because of dereliction of their responsibility--these Mus-
lims gradually spread and widened their man-made religion, preaching it
on the borders of Shoa, at Aliyyu Amba, at Argobba, up to the country
of Wello, by giving out a lot of money and by deception. They
converted to Islam many of the uneducated people.

And Wello met with these Muslims from where he was and
started to learn about the Islamic religion. Then a certain sheik called
Kellu, from these Muslims, came (to him) and taught him (the religion).

32. With the simple “t”, possibly a mistake in restoring the name from a book in a
European language.
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And after he, separated from his brethren, became Muslim, the party of
the Muslims continued to gather strength.

(The Muslims) who were weakened during Atse ‘Amde
Tsiyon®, caused havoc, reviving again and again. And so, at that time,
during Wedma Asferre*, during the second year of his reign, when the
Gallaon one hand and the Muslims on the other continued to rise up and
wreaked havoc on them, the king, the officials, and the clergy came
together and counseled in unity to make peace with these Muslims of
Yifat and Wello, in order to combat only the Galla. They not only
counseled, but indeed made peace with the Muslims.

The condition for peace was that they submit to the king and
pay tribute, keep their religion, have the authority over their people and
territory to appoint officials, not oppress the Christians residing in their
territory, and not burn but protect churches. They made peace on these
conditions, the Christian swearing by the Gospel and the Muslims by the
Qur'an so that they might live in peace upholding the agreement.

So ahead or aruler, one from their own, called Welasma, was
appointed over the Muslims residing in Yifat and Argobba. We will
come to the meaning of Welasma later in connection with the history of
the Muslims.

A king was given to Wello, too; he occupied the country
beyond the (river) Wayet and made it his dominion and heritage.
Originally, the name of that country was Lako Melza. After Wello
occupied it, it was called Wello, by his name. This took place in 1363
Y ear of Grace.

And Wello, when dtill alive, gave his country, dividing (it) to
his seven children. And their countries were called by their respective
names.

The one of Hibeno was called Werrehimano.
That of Qalu was called Werregal u--werre means settlement or village.
That of Abbey (was called) Abbey Bet.

33. Thedlusion is obviously to the Atse's war with the Islamic revolt; cf. Perruchon,
“Histoire des guerres d* Amda Syon,” pp. 271-363, 361-493.
34. Widm Asferre (1299-1314).

page215-242 Friday, January 23, 2004 13:41
page 19



234 PAN MMCL SCATT

That of Ali (wascalled) Ali Bet.

That of Ambo (was called) Lege Abbo.

That of Heda (was called) Lege Heda.

And that of Gora (was called) Lege Gora. Lege or Legi means wide
field.

So the country in its entirety is called The Seven-House Wello.

This is the true story of Wello. That the assertions, that
“(Wello) went down to Harerge and learned the book of Islam (there)”
and that “When Gragn came, he came with (him)” are completely false
is obvious from the contradiction of the history and from all the story.

Supplement from the Oral History about the Galla
(pp. 568-9, 572-3)

Among the many oral histories about the Galla some start their account
saying, “The father of the Galla begot four sons (Kerreyu, Tulema,
Metcha and Wello) and three daughters (Alko, Duretti and Ayantu).
When the boys could not find women from outside their family, they
married their sisters,” and list their descendants. Even though the
beginning of the account is not credible, any one who writes about the
Oromo cannot gloss over it without studying the list of the descendants
and report on who settled where. Therefore | add the following two to
what | copied from Alega Tayye's history book.

One Story: (pp. 568-9)

Kerreyu married Ayantu and begot Arusi, Ayya, Betto and Yittu.
Furthermore, he married the daughter of Issam Muhammad
Y esuf*® and begot Teguri®® and Nuri.
And when Arusi died, Ayya inherited his brother's wife,
following the Islamic tradition, and begot Suba and Dinguirguira. These
have occupied the Eastern country from Nib Gedel (to) Ayimmelel; and

35. Ms“of Yesuf,” (sic).
36. Thisimpliesthat Tgjura, in Djibouti, got its name from a Galla tribe.
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from Adel to Tiltal.*’ They have occupied Yifat and the entire Eastern
country up to the border of Tigre. They have occupied also Wegeg®,
Asebot™ and the Tiqur Midir.

Tiloma married Alko and begot Abbichu of Metcha, Datche
and Soddo.

Furthermore, when Kerreyyu died he (Tiloma) inherited his
wife, the daughter of Muhammad Y esuf and begot the Gallawho are in
Rayya. They arecalled Tiloma. They say that Jille, too, is Tiloma's son.
At the beginning they used to say about him that he was a son of azar.*
He found himin abarn and raised him. “Hence,” they say, “they say that
he was called Tiloma's son.”

Wello married an Adel woman and died having begotten Kallu.

Furthermore, Tiloma inherited Wello's wife (and begot) Babbu,
Gora, llu, Qalu, Kalo, Hida and Kutay. These seven are Titoma.
According to the (tradition) of inheritance, they are called Wello.

Datcheis Tilomas son. He begot the Four-House Abbichu, the
Eight-House Gimbichu and the Seven-House Galan.

Furthermore, he inherited (the wife) of Abbichu of Metcha and
begot Metta, Borena, Seddo® who is in Dawwaro.”” These are called
Atchebir, Werredoru and Nono.

And Metcha married Durette and begot Jifar, Wegedu, and
Liben.

And Kutay begot Beriya from the wife of Metcha of Abbichu
by inheritance. Their mother (the inherited wife) is a rat-eating black
Shangqilla.

37.“Tiltal” isthetraditional Amharic name for the people of Affar.

38. In the Middle Ages, the diocese of Abune Samu’el of Wegeg. His gedl has been
edited by Kur, Actes de Samuel de Dabra Wagag.

39. This is where Abune Samu'el of Wegeg established his monastery, which,
despite attacks from people hostile to their religion, still flourishes.

40. Spirit.

41. Probably “Soddo.”

42. This implies that Dewwaro was today's Soddo of the Gurageland. This can be
possible only if we assume either the existence of two places by the same name
or that Soddo was a large territory bordering Adel. There are two reasons for
this. First, Dewwaro was the first territory that Gragn attacked when he started in
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All these lived in Ethiopia since Atse Libne Dingil, filling
Ethiopia settling in seven (groups) on equal level (in rights and duties)
with the Christians.

Another Story: (pp. 572-3):

Kerreyyu married Ayantu and begot ten (children). These are:
Arusi
Ittu
Timuga
Jille
Suba
Jigurguir
Tchafu
Rayya

. Azebo
10. Ashenge

©®o N A wWDNPRE

Metcha married Alko and begot fifteen (children):
Seddo
Abbu
Tchabu
Yilu
Guidru
Kutay
Amoru
Horru
Lega

. Tcheleba

. Wellegga

. Gumma

. Lemu

Jimma

. Gera

©®o N A wWDNPRE
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1527 invading the Ethiopia outside his realm; second, Debre Asebot, the
Monastery of Abune Samu'el of Wegeg, assumed to be in Dewwaro, is in
Tchertcher.
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Tiloma married Duretti** and begot fifteen (children):

©oNOoOAWDNPE

N e
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Abbichu
Gimbichu
Weberri
Galan
Ada
Lume
Liben
Metta
Wayyu

. Gullale
. Selde
. Waju
. Abote
. Derra
15.

Borena

Wello married seven wives, built houses in seven places and begot
seven children. These are their names:

No abk~wdhE

Hibeno
Abey
Ali
Qalu
Ambo
Hida
Gora

These are the Galla people, arranged according to their tribes: the ten
children of Kerreyu, the fifteen children of Metcha, the fifteen children
of Tiloma and the seven children of Wello. Thetotal isforty five (sic).

43. MS “Durette.”
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Ordersof the Galla and Rules
(pp. 597-600)

Christianity in Ethiopia: Rules and orders are often legidated with the
people called Christian, but are not executed. Even a governmental
proclamation would not enforce them. In the world that God created,
(people) in every country and of tradition, whether heathen, Christian,
Muslim, or Jew, everyone has rules upheld by the people. (As it
happens among Ethiopian Christians) there is no husband who ever
divorces his wife, whatever happens, for a trivia matter, for a flimsy
reason. Thereis no one who executes the divorce either.

But a Galla never divorces his wife whom he married in reko.
If a Gallais separated from his wife because of great difficulty, and if
she bears a child by another one, and she comes back later to her reko
husband, she brings her children with her. If she does not come back but
dies there, her children will not belong to their biological father, but go
to belong to her reko husband.

For this reason, except for afew who have problems, thereisno
one who would marry a woman whom her first husband divorced,
saying, “If she bears for me, they would not be my children.” And
because her reko husband knows that when he dies, these children who
came from outside, who are not his seed, would inherit (his property), he
will not easily divorce his reko wife, like his neighbors who call
themselves Christians, unless he is desperate.

Since honesty* has not disappeared, those children from out-
side are like his children; (treated) equally, they inherit landed property.
And if he begot from other wives, his main child, his first-born, called
angaffa, in Galligna, is the one born from his reko wife.

Reko means the first legal and covenant wife. Furthermore, it
means “difficulty” in Galligna. Even if he begets big and mighty
children from his concubines or second wife, the principal heir isthe son
of his first, the reko, wife. If he begets a girl, she moves totally to her

44. The word is mahitem “seal” or “stamp,” usually a soft cotton cord put round the
neck of the child as asign of Christianity on the day he/sheis baptized. The word
isused, asin here, figuratively to mean “honesty.”
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husband. And as in the Idamic tradition, she will be called by the
people of her husband.

Whatever happens, the Galla do not marry from their own
people but from another tribe. Thereisno one like the Gallawho knows
his genealogy by recitation. Their main knowledge is reciting their
genealogy. The father teaches his genealogy to hischild. So they do not
intermarry even up to the tenth generation.

According to the Fitha Negest of Ethiopia, it has been ruled that
people may intermarry after the fourth generation™. Except that Atse
Zer'a Ydiqob has decreed that all people in his kingdom intermarry
(only) after the seventh generation. ® To this day, many people in
Shoa-in Tegulet and Menz--in Gonder, in Begemdir and Gojjam, in
Tigre--in Hamasen--and in other regions observe this proclamation (as)
arule; they takeit like aword of God.

In the Galla (tradition) there are very many things that are far
better than in their neighbors' (tradition) to whom the scriptures, which
they do not observe, are given and who call themselves Christians. But
there is one big (really) big, thing that makes everything naught against
them, and that is lack of the knowledge of God. That is, they do not
know hislaws and commandments and that he isomnipresent. They call
the sky God. When asked “Who created you?” they would say
“ummem”. Since they look up to the sky when in rage and sorrow, they
show that heisin their heart.

The Galla used to kill aman if he found him with his wife, as
we have shown earlier. But after he brings for him an ox and makes (the
affair) known to him, he would not say anything if he found himwith his
wife. When he sees the spear of hiswife's lover standing at his door, he
(the hushband) would know that he (the lover) is there and would turn
around and go back.

45. See Abba Paulos Tzadua, The Fetha Nagast, pp. 134-5.
46. The sourceis not identified.
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The Law of blood according to the tradition of the Galla

The Gallatradition of blood is divided into four:

First, if atchewa® is dead™®, the killer pays 100 cows.

Second, if awoman is dead™®, (the killer pays) 50 cows.

Third, if an artisan, smith, weaver, tanner, or any other crafts-
man, is dead™ (the killer) pays 40 cows.

Fourth, if ason kills hisfather, and if the son isthe son from his
reko wife, the people of his father will tie arock to his waist and throw
him in a body of water. They will not beat him to shedding blood
because that is taboo to them. But if his mother has no reko privilege,
they say that the relatives of his mother should receive him and take him
and pay 100 cows. He should not be beaten (to bleed) because heis not
alegitimate son.

When asked: “How about if afather kills his son?’ they say he
would not do it.

This, abbreviated and few (stories) from the history of the
Galla, told at length and in many (versions), suffices. Next to this we
will bring, (the story of), the history of the Innarya.

18. Concerning the Tribe of Innarya®
(p. 600)

The entire people of Innaryais a scion of Ham.” At the time, when the
tribe of Yoqgtan came and usurped the kingdom of the tribe of Cush,
destroying the people in war and causing the rest to fleg, this people
lived on the southern borders of Ethiopia, in Welamo, Sidamo, Kullo,
Konta, Amoro, and Zinjiro. After thewar, they submitted to the kings of
the tribe of Y ogtan, and showed allegiance to them by paying tribute.

47. “Landed soldier.” Here it probably refers to a man who is not in the category
listed under “Third”.

48. That is, “murdered.”

49. This section deals obviously with Innarya, the region which became part of the
Oromo since they moved into it in the sixteenth-seventeenth century. But the
two paragraphs have alot to say about the Galla/Oromo.

50. l.e. they are speakers of a Cushitic language. “Ham” is the equivalent of
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Earlier, before the Galla occupation, Lugma, Jimma, Lega,
Tibbe, Guma, and Kefa were al territories of the people of Innarya
Later, because the Galla caused it to be evacuated, it became Galla
territory. A king called Innarya used to be appointed over it, under the
king of kings, in accordance with the (tradition) that continued from
ancient time to the time of Menelik 1, and after that up to the time of
Christianity™.

“Ethiopid’ in the Arabic/Ge€ ez literature. Since Cush is ason of Ham, thereisno
serious reason for preferring one over the other as a name for a branch of
languages.

51. As his Chronicle and the Zenahu le-Galla testify, Sertse Dingil was instrumen-
tal in christening them.
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LLTNRE: 59+ 61(D)

L8P 98-99+ 105+
172

4.7 156

4mIC: 66+ 81+ 81( 1)+ 101+
104(“D+= 105+ 110+ 113+
130-131

4-AN: 29

$m: NR: 144

&AM AL 104(D)

&Pmc: 57+ 112+ 116

&rch: 119+ 121

46z 126()

4-CN/4-COF: 63+ 73+ 75+ 75(1)+
91

4N.ALN: AU/ A0 139

4A.N+ AL: 104(7D)+ 136+ 136(D)

AN+ 1497 164

4A.A/4NA-: 65+ 79+ 79-80( 1)+
85(1)+ 110(1)+ 127-128

4Nh: 127-130+ 140+ 157-158

4.0.0-1F/4- a0tz 20+ 163(“1)

4¢: 193

40 AN 112+ 116

4m.,”7: 186

Q6% 107+ 172

GPE: AIPNLN (1A9°0L-N): 149

G2tch 5107 41+ 192

GPA: 82+ 105+ 171-172+ 175~
176+ 176(“1)+ 179

_"l‘_

Jen: 61+ 61(7)

TINENT: CFCE T TELNC:
189(1)

TOH ST 158

TEENT T/ TEEN T 292
121(%)

7 akh: 15+ 99

7 a.n: 10

Z°CAaEIN 7 CEINT: T8(1)
104(1)+ 122-123

- -

whtees 771 29
nes: 11+ 57-58+ 60-61+ 61(1)+
63+ 76(“1)+ 78-79(1)+ 88(‘1)
0es 0t a2 e ot
a3 WGt 57
n.eLh Ahns & 140(1)

-A -

Aaron: 209

abba dullas: 220

Abba Muddana: 221
abba widdagi: 210(n)
Abbechu:; 231

Abbey: 233

Abbey Bet: 233
Abbichu: 235, 237
Abbichu, Four-House: 235
Abbo: 197-198, 217, 229
Abbo/Obbo: 198
Abbo/Wabbo: 198
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Abbu: 236

Abd Rahman: 232

Abeti: 200, 202(n), 204, 219, 229,
232

Abey: 218, 237

Aboli: 200, 200(n), 205

Abono: 198

Abote: 237

Abraham: 197, 222(n)

Abu: 230

Abune: 236(n)

Abyssinians: 198(n)

Ada: 237

Adam:; 225(n)

adbar/adbarat: 207(n), 226

Adel: 198(n), 201, 235, 235(n)

Adel Mebreq: 201(n)

Admas Segged, King: 206

Adora: 207

Asma Giyorgis/Atsme, Ato: 215,
215(n), 216(n)

Aeth. 4: 57, 57(n), 160

Affar: 235(n)

afre: 197-199

African: 24(n)

Afridon: 196

‘Agam/‘gjam: 196(n)

Agau: 100(n)

gjertu: 212

Akako: 218, 230-231

Akkechu: 196

Akkichu: 217(n), 229-230

Akkitu: 217

Ales. 217

Ali: 218, 232, 234, 237

Ali Bet: 234

Aliyyu Amba: 232

Alko: 234-236

Almeida: 198(n)

Amade Tsiyon, Atse: 233

amba: 206(n)

Ambellu Kebede, Ato: 199(n)

Ambisa: 197

Ambo: 218, 234, 237

Amdo: 204

Amhara: 100(n), 203, 203(n), 211,
223

Ambharic: 4, 197-199(n), 204(n),
210-211(n), 218-219(n),
220(n), 225(n), 230, 235(n)

amharicized: 221(n)

amina: 210(n)

Amiyye: 198

Amoro: 240

Amoru: 230, 236

Ana: 200, 218, 229

angaffa: 238

Angot: 203

Arab/Arabic: 196(n), 212(n),
241(n)

Arabia: 26(n)

arara: 228

archery: 204

Arén, Gustav: 170

Argobba: 232-233

Ar'ign: 204

Aristotle: 123(n)

Artisans: 210

Aruse: 222

Arusi: 229, 234, 236

Asa Zenneb: 202

Asbo: 205

Asehot:; 235, 236(n)

asere: 210(n)

asere nigus. 210(n)

Ashenge: 230, 236

Asia 215

Atchebir: 235

Atsme/Asma Giyorgis, Ato:
215(n), 216(n)

Atsnaf Segged, King: 202, 206

Awash: 222

Awsa: 202

Ayantu: 234, 236

Ayimmelel: 234

Ayya 234

ayyu: 219, 221-222

Azebo: 230, 236
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Babbu: 235

Babylon: 211

Bacheler: 92(n)

Bedlo: 204

Bahriy, Abba: 4, 195, 199(n),
205(n), 213, 216(n), 222(n)

Bairu Tafla: 215, 215(n)

balabbat: 220

Bale: 196(n), 216

Bali: 196, 201

baptism: 203(n), 208

barbada: 212(n)

be'alerist: 210, 210(n)

Becho: 197-198

Beckingham: 96, 197-198(n)

Bedil Tsehay: 201

Begemdir: 203, 239

begena: 210

Bekko: 218

Bela: 200, 229

berbado: 212

Bereytuma: 196, 197(n), 200,
217(n)

Beriya: 235

Bertuma: 196(n), 197, 200, 203,
205, 217-219, 229

Betre Amora: 199, 199(n), 200,
201(n)

Betro: 204

betser amora: 199(n)

Betser Waget: 199(n)

Betto: 234

bidaro: 204, 204(n)

bidet: 204(n)

Bifole: 201, 206, 209

Birmeje: 198, 204-206, 220

BL Or. /Or. 534: 12, 36, 57, 94,
242, 250

Boch: 218, 230

Bokku: 221

Bollo: 222

Boren: 196-200, 198(n), 203-205,

208, 217, 217(n), 219, 229-230

Borena: 217-218, 221-222, 232,
235, 237

Bosha: 208

British Academy: 194

British Library: 36, 36(n)

British Museum: 36(n)

Buffalo: 211

Bukko: 200

Bulga: 201(n)

Burga: 222

butter: 221

-C-

Carpenters: 210

Catholicism: 198(n)

cattle: 202(n), 207, 216

cavalry: 205, 207

Cecchi, Antonio: 162, 34

Christening: 241(n)

Christian/Chrigtians: 197(n), 199,
203(n), 204(n), 206, 208, 219,
222-223, 225(n), 233, 236, 238-
239

Christianity: 24(n), 223, 238,
238(n), 241

chronicles: 16

circumcision/circumcised: 197(n),
200(n), 206, 209, 211, 221

Commerce: 210

Coptic: 195(n)

Copts: 195(n)

cows: 202, 202(n), 212, 227-228

CSCO: 11

Cush: 240, 241(n)

Cushitic: 240(n)

-D-

Dade: 196

Damot: 199(n), 205-206, 208

Datch: 197, 197(n)

Datche: 196, 197-198, 197(n), 218,
230-231, 235

Dawwaro: 235

Dawwe: 199, 199(n), 200, 207,
208(n)
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De'de: 196-197

debele: 220

debr: 207(n)

Debre Abriham: 206

debtera: 209

deggafoch: 209

Dego: 202, 202(n)

Deharegot, Azmach: 204

Dembya: 205

dennebo: 204(n)

Derra: 232, 237

deut: 211(n)

Devil: 208

dewe: 207(n)

Dewwaro: 201, 204, 235(n),
236(n)

DignaMikael: 232

Dillmann: 196(n)

Dinguirguira: 234

Djibouti: 234(n)

Dom Joao Bermudez, Patriarch:
198(n)

Doras: 217

Drum: 210(n)

dullagutto: 206

dullecha: 221

Dullo: 220

Dullu: 203

Durette/Duretti: 234-235, 237

-E-

EEDN: 15

Egyptians: 223

Ela 197

Elephant: 211

Elman: 211

EMML 21: 75(n), 196(n)
EMML 69: 93(n), 125(n), 213(n)
EMML 144: 176(n), 177(n)
EMML 1515: 176(n)
EMML 1517: 61(n)

EMML 2335: 36(n)

EMML 2393: 61(n)

EMML 2706: 50(n)

page251-278
page 21

EMML 3473: 36(n)

EMML 3749: 26(n), 35(n), 58(n),
78(n),109(n), 198(n)

EMML 3987: 27(n)

EMML 3996: 47(n)

EMML 4802: 21(n)

EMML 5298: 125(n)

EMML 5403: 25(n), 107(n),
116(n), 124(n), 145(n), 206(n)

EMML 5731: 79(n), 199(n)

EMML 5747: 125(n)

EMML 5781: 21(n)

EMML 5782: 22(n)

EMML 5783: 22(n)

EMML 5784: 22(n)

EMML 7109: 65(n), 67(n), 79(n),
80(n), 84(n), 136(n), 156(n)

EMML 7346: 104(n)

English: 4, 195, 215

Ethiopia/Ethiopian: 4, 24(n),
26(n), 196(n), 198(n), 205(n),
215-216, 228(n), 232, 236,
236(n), 238-240, 241(n)

Ethiopian Orthodox Church:
205(n)

Ethnography: 195

European: 123(n), 232(n)

Eusebius: 123(n)

Evangelists: 220

Eve: 225(n)

-F-

Fanta 1: 36(n)

Faridun: 196(n)

Fasil/Fasilo: 199, 199(n)

Fatima: 232

Fetegar: 201, 201(n)

Fitha Negest: 62, 239

Frobenius-Institut: 96

-G-

gada-Systems: 119(n)
Galan: 197, 222, 237
Galan, Seven-House: 235
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Gamo: 4, 199(n), 200, 204 Gumma: 231, 236
geber: 201, 212 Gurage: 197(n), 201(n)
geda: 219-221 Gurageland: 235(n)
gedl: 213(n), 235(n) gurba: 211
Ge'ez: 4, 196(n), 202(n), 207(n),

210(n), 212(n), 241(n) -H -
Gegn: 203
Gelam: 198 Hadya: 119(n)
Gelan: 222, 231 Hagelebabo: 198
Gelana: 216 hairstyle: 211(n)
Gelane: 216 Hakako: 197-199
Gelawdewos, Atse: 198(n) Halebdo: 212
Gelena: 196 halib: 212(n)
Gemu Gofa: 199(n) Ham: 240, 240(n), 241(n)
Gennde: 215 Hamasen: 239
George, St.: 201(n) Hamelmal: 202
Gera: 231, 236 Hara: 199(n)
Geze: 210 Hara Dingil: 213(n)
Gibe: 223 Harbo: 203
Gimbichu: 231, 237 Harerge: 222-223, 234
Gimbichu, Eight-House: 235 Harmufa: 203
Giyorgis Hayle: 201, 203 Haro Wilabo: 216-217
Giyorgis Welde Amid: 195, Harp: 210(n)

195(n) Harsu: 198
goat/goats. 201, 216-217, 221, Hasan: 232

225 Hastega: 197(n), 203-204, 206-
Gojjam: 197(n), 198(n), 203, 206, 208

206(n), 239 Hayes, Stephen: 10
Gomer: 208 hayyu: 226
Gonder: 239 Hazelo: 202
gora: 211, 211(n), 218, 218(n), Heda: 234

234-235, 237 heifer: 228
gorsa: 212 Hibeno: 218, 233, 237
Gospel: 233 Hida: 218, 235, 237
Gragn: 202(n), 234, 235(n) Hoko: 196-199
Granh (Gragn): 198(n) Hoko: 218, 231-232
Greek: 196(n) Horn of Africa: 26(n)
Grover Hudson: 215 Horo: 230
Gudru/Guidru: 197-199, 197(n), Horreta: 220

218, 218(n), 230-232 236 Horru: 236
Guidi, Ignazio: 54 horses: 201-202
Guira: 200 Hubbena: 196(n), 217, 229-230
Gullale: 231, 237 Hudson, Grover: 215
guma: 219, 241 Huera: 199(n)
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Humbena: 196
Humbena: 217(n)
Huntingford: 197-198(n)

ilala: 204, 204(n)

Ilu: 197, 200, 235

Imam Ahmad ibn Ibrahim al-
Ghazi (Gragn): 196(n), 198(n)

Imuru: 198

infantry: 205, 207

Innarya: 208, 240-241, 240(n)

Isaiah: 196(n)

Islam: 223, 232, 234

Ilam Muhammad Y esuf: 234

Idlamic: 232, 233(n), 239

Ilamization: 232

Israel: 210

Itege: 207

itmiko: 220

Ittu: 196, 217, 223, 229-230, 236

-J-

Jan Amora: 202

jan hatsena: 209

jan me'asere: 209

Jawi: 208(n)

JE692E: 30(n), 60-61, 60-61(n),
99(n), 105(n), 171(n), 215

Jerome: 123(n)

Jesus Christ: 223

Jew: 238

Jibbela: 206

Jibbena: 201

Jidda: 196-198

Jifar: 235

Jigurguir: 236

jila: 222

jilhika: 212

Jille: 197-198, 200, 217-218,
229-231, 235-236

Jimma: 231, 236, 241

Jingur: 230

page251-278
page 23

Jirjis Ibn Abi Yasir Ibn Abk Al-
Makarhm Ibn al-'Amid al-
Makin: 195(n)

John: 220

-K -

Kaffa: 100(n)

Kalu.: 235

Kalo: 235

Karra: 222

Kefa: 241

Kelda 211

Kélu, Sheik: 232
Kerreyu: 196, 234, 237
Kerreyyu: 200, 217, 229, 235-236
Kilole: 201, 204
Kiremo: 198

Kolu: 220

Kono: 197-198, 218, 230-231
Konso: 119(n)

Konta: 240

koso: 201

Koyra: 199(n)

Kuera: 199, 199(n)
Kullo: 240

Kutawe: 198

Kutay: 230, 235-236
Kuyera: 199(n)

-L-

lahm: 202(n)

Lako Melza: 233

lalibela: 210(n)

leather: 210(n)

Lege Abbo: 234

Lege Gora: 234

Lege Heda: 234

LegelLegi: 234

Legi/Lege: 234

Lemu: 236

Lega: 198, 231, 236, 241

Levites: 209

Liben: 197-200, 217, 229, 231-
232, 235, 237
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Libne Dingil, Atse /Wenag
Segged: 196, 196(n), 202(n),
216, 216(n), 236

Libon: 218

lice: 206

Li'is: 197

Limu: 198, 231

Lion: 211

London: 207(n)

Lot: 197

luba/lubas: 197, 200-203, 200(n),

206, 211, 217-2222, 229-231

Luke: 220

Lulo: 222

Lume: 231, 237

Lugma: 241

-M -

Madagascar: 215

Mark: 220

Mat./Matthew: 205(n), 220

Maya: 204

Mebreq: 201

meggazo: 210(n)

Mej: 202, 202(n), 204(n)

Mekane Maryam: 202(n)

Melbah/Milbah: 201, 203, 220

Melek Segged/Sertse Dingil, Hat-
sege: 199(n), 203-205(n),
213(n), 241(n)

Melka: 222

Melol: 198

Menelik I: 241

Menelik I, Atse: 222-223

Menz: 239

Merewwa: 196, 200(n), 217-219,
229

Merewwa Ayya: 200

Merra Tekle Haymanot,: 216

Mersie Hazen Welde Qirgos:
198(n)

mesiah: 207(n)

Mesle: 202, 209

meslist: 205

page251-278
page 24

Messiah: 197(n)

Metcha: 196, 198, 222-223, 229,
234-237

Metta: 231, 235, 237

Michle: 202(n)

Mikha Giyorgis: 204(n)

Milbah/Melbah/Milbah: 201, 203,
220

milguddo: 213

Milk: 212

Minchile: 220

Minstrels: 210

Mi'rab: 196(n)

mirror: 228

mise: 202, 220(n)

Misrag: 196(n)

Miticha: 197(n), 222

mogasa: 220

Mombassa: 215

Monks: 209

Moors: 198(n)

Moses: 219

mountains. 207

Ms. orient. quart. 996: 57, 57(n)

Mucha: 211

Muddena: 201, 203, 220

Muhammad: 195, 232

Muhammad Y esuf; 235

Mul'ata: 206, 208-209, 211

mules. 201-202

Musdlim/Muslims: 195, 198(n),
223-224, 232-233, 238

Nib Gedel: 234

Nole'di: 200(n)

Nole'dlu: 200

Noli‘inu: 218

Nono: 235

Nur: 202, 202(n), 234

-0-

Obbo: 196, 199-200
Obbo/Abbo: 198
olivewood: 221
Or./BL Or. 534: 49
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Oromo/Oromos: 4, 196-198(n),
200(n), 202-204(n), 207-
208(n), 211(n), 219(n),
222(n), 234, 240(n)

ox: 217, 221, 202(n)

-P-

Pagan: 196(n), 208
Paris: 16

Paul, St.: 223

Peasants: 210

Persiac 196, 196(n), 211
Portuguese: 198(n)
Priests: 209

-Q-

Qalu: 218, 233, 235, 237

gelta: 212, 212(n)

gende kebero: 210

gero: 211

Qetchino: 203

golle: 226

gondala-hood: 221

gquendela: 211-212, 218(n), 221
Quirquire: 222

Qur'an: 233

-R-

Rayya: 230, 235-236

reko: 238, 240, 238

Religion: 24

Rhinoceros: 211

Robale: 197, 203, 204-205, 220
Romane Werg: 202(n)

Romans; 223

-S-

Sabbath: 219(n)

Samu'el, Abune: 235(n), 236(n)
Saturday: 219

Scribes: 210

Seddecha: 198-200, 218, 231

Seddo: 235-236

Selale: 231, 237

Semiten: 100(n)

Semre Ab, Bahir negash: 205

Senbete gudda: 219

Senbete tinna: 219

Seppira: 196, 198, 198(n)

segela: 212(n)

Seqseq: 197

sequela: 212, 212(n)

Serpent: 208(n)

Sertse Dingil/Melek Segged, Hat-
sege: 199(n), 203-205(n),
213(n), 241(n)

Seyyo: 198

Seyyu: 230

Shangilla: 235

Shashemenne: 199(n)

sheep: 201, 216-217, 221

shemma: 228

shengo: 219, 219(n), 221

Shepherd, Deborah J.: 10

Shield: 210

shimagille: 210

Shimbera Kure Archives: 54

Shoa: 203, 208, 211, 232, 239

Sidama: 203, 203(n)

Sidamo: 119(n), 217

Sillus Hayle: 201

Sirba: 198

sky: 239

dave: 227

Smiths: 210

Soddo: 197, 197(n), 235, 235(n)

Sofi: 196

soli: 204, 204(n)

Somali/Somalis. 26(n)

Song of Songs: 210(n)

souls: 208

spear: 210, 228

Steer: 217

stomach: 202

Striedter, Karl Heinz: 96

Suba: 196-200, 204, 234, 236
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Sunday: 219
Susinyos, Hatsege: 205(n),
208(n), 216(n)

-T-

tailors: 210

Tajura: 234(n)

tapeworm: 201-202(n)

Tayye, Alega: 215, 215-217(n),
234

Tchabu: 230, 236

Tchafu: 236

Tcheffa: 230

Tcheffe: 219, 219(n), 221-222

Tcheleba: 231, 236

Tchencha: 199(n)

Tcherega: 198

Tchertcher: 236(n)

Tchile: 196-199, 218, 231

Tchura: 198

Tedla Gwalu: 206(n)

Tegulet: 239

Teguri: 234

Tekeste Negash: 215

Tekle Haymanot, King: 206(n)

Tertullian: 123(n)

Tewdada/Tewodada, Wezero:
206-207

Tewodros, Atse: 206(n)

tewwutu: 212

Thanksgiving Day: 9

Tibbe: 241

tifoli: 221

Tigray: 100(n)

Tigre: 235, 239

tihito: 212

Tiloma: 217-218, 229-230, 235,
237

Tiltal: 235, 235(n)

Timuga: 229, 236

Tinno, Azzaj: 216, 216(n)

Tiqur Midir: 235

Titoma: 235

toga: 228(n)

page251-278
page 26

topknot: 206, 211

Trinity, Holy: 201(n)

Tule: 222

Tulema: 197-199, 197(n), 217(n),
222,234

Tum'e: 198

ummem: 239
Ur: 219, 229
Uru: 197, 200, 219(n)

-V -

Vienna: 207(n)
Vulture: 199(n)

W -

wada: 212(n)

wajo: 212

Waju: 237

Waka: 203

Waliso: 198

Waga Gurracha: 223, 226

Wayet: 233

Wayyu: 231, 237

Webbo/Abbo: 198, 218, 230-231

Weberri: 231, 237

Webi: 201-202

Wedma Asferre: 233

Wegedu: 235

Wegeg: 235, 235-236(n)

Wej: 200, 202(n)

Welamo: 240

Welasma: 233

Welde Kristos: 208, 208(n)

Welde Kristos, Ras: 208

Wellegga: 231, 236

Wello: 200, 217-218, 217(n), 222-

224, 229-230, 232-235, 237

Wello, Seven-House: 226, 234

Wenag Segged/Libne Dingil, Atse:
196, 196(n), 202(n), 216,
216(n), 236
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Werdeyan/Werdeyyan/Werdi'aya:
208, 218, 229
Werentisha: 196
werre: 233
Werre Bukko: 200
Werre Guira: 200
Werre Ilu: 200
Werre Kerreyyu: 200
Werre Nole'elu: 200
Werredoru: 235
Werrehimano: 233
Werrenesha: 229-230
Werreneshe: 217
Werrensh: 196(n)
Werrensha: 196(n), 217(n)
Werrentisha: 217(n)
Werregalu: 233
Werreseddecha: 218
Weyna Deg'a: 204
Widm Asferre: 233(n)
Wilabo: 216-217

-Y -

ya'i: 226
yaromay: 221

Ye-Galla Tatik: 215

Y esuf: 234(n)

yetut lij: 220

Yifat: 232-233, 235
yilala: 204(n)

yilala dennedo: 204(n)
Yilu: 230, 236
Yishag, Atse: 216, 216(n)
Yittu: 222, 234

Y ohannis: 204(n)

Y ogtan: 240

-Z-

Zagwe: 216, 216(n)

zar: 235

Zenahu le-Galla: 4, 205(n),
216(n), 218(n), 222(n), 241(n)

Ze-Peraglitos: 213(n)

Zeppo: 213, 213(n)

Zer'aYaiqob, Atse: 201(n), 239,
202(n)

Zer'a’Y ohannis: 203

Zinjiro: 240

Zinnay: 204

Ziway: 203

&R

A 2000, AllA -+

N Mchd- WA AN C HAI20- RELA
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